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Foreword

There is much to say abour Texas. It goes off in so
many directions that its scenic wardrobe is of all colors
and shapes. There is our heritage, our architecture, our
industry old and new, and all the many, human off-the-
beaten-path scenes of Texas life that make us a privi-
leged segment of our nation.

| considered these things when Ray Miller of the
“Eyes of Texas” program asked me to contribute some
thoughts ro this book. At first | was hesitant since this is
a first time for me in this narrative direcrion.

Yet | do so since Ray and | through the years have
chared a deep murual interest in this big state and its
vast perimeters, measurable in terms of not merely miles
but history, people and delightful geography.

| know from my life in Texas how this state can
affect us all. This was brought home to me recently
when 1 went to Kerrville to view a segment of the “Eyes
of Texas™ with some of my staunch Texas friends. It
was a good hall hour and included a moving series of
episodes that were close to me and my environment,
And | remembered another such vignette from my past:
visiting at the home of Mrs. Lizzie Ward of Mountain
Home to take spinning lessons, She was one of the grear

Wi

masters of weaving and her work, as reflected later on
the relevision program, brought back and helped me
retain treasured memories.

So it was with another episode 1 well recall, when the
Channel 2 cameras recorded a cattle drive from Bay Ciry
to Matagorda. This struck close to home for me since, s
a teenager. | went on many carele drives just for the fun
of it. Now in later life | see this movement of men and
livestock as more than fun. It is a living reflection of our
heritage and, captured on film, will give later genera-
tions an insight to the forces and the people who buile
the srate.

This book will, 1 hope, be another equally cffective
dimension by which these places and people may be
captured forever so that all who come after us can see
and explore whut we have known. It's my personal wish
that the “Eyes of Texas™ has a long stand and will con-
tinue to unravel the past and explore the present. It, like
this book, should focus our minds and our travels on a
true enjoyment of one of the truly unique states of this
great naon.

Buck Schiwerz
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Introduction

Teaxs does not have 3 Coant Highway, but there b 4 reasonable
facsimile. You an drive trom Sabiiie Pass to Freeport with the
Geolf i sigght moat of the way

Seate Highway B7 rums between sabine Pus and Port Bolivae
The Highway Depattment Ferry crose Calveston May, anid
Gesnall Boulevird will ke you to EM WIS and on inmto Free
port. State Highway 35 trawels close to the water from Palacios
to Aranass Pasw. There it a free lerey from Aransa Pass to Port
M e .ll'nl.l '] fiad ftem ibere dosan Austang hl.\mni o the ﬂ-l"h
ern end of Padre bland. There i a road paralleling the coast bor s
hott distance on the lover end of Padre Island, bt there i no
link Between the tnads sz the appes erd and the lower end ol
]",;H[JI: |-|].m|i. T -||||I|.| Frl'.l'l:,nl Wi hli the n.l-'l.‘r.l-Fhr L Orisl
w1l]| |h| sverager mminf trt:uh L !I.'.Ur-d |'-|'1'|l.--'t'1| "'rlt Ilwlrhrn-
grvil ot hbin ek aoad Pacder faland is fpLamid o LU 5. 77

Piit owe hawve il Jru,_ru-.i this ook b fidlcowy atuw i'lral:l‘ll|.u
soad We haw chosen 1o Bwvide [t imtin seciions, gril we have

i

included in esch section sisme history and vome points of wnierat
thuit might be vistted wathin s pr.ru:ll of one or two day

We huve oot been able to inglude every poant ol imterest It i
not posible, either, 10 thank everybody we dhould thank individ
ually. Bt we are indebeed to the Handbook of Texal, the Teans
”'K}'“"" [epartment; 1He Tewas Historicsl Copmmsion] The
Texai Hutoricsl Foundatio; The Rownaberg Library of {ralves
porn | the Forn Bend County Historical Miseum; the Sem Howmton
Regiony) Libeury; io sMirlam Partlow, the suthor of *The Atasco
cita Divtrict 7 and to individuals all civer the state lor intoemation
we have wsed im this book and in the televisdon progam “THE
EYES OF TEXAR™

HAY MILLER, GAR Y JAMES & PO BEANMDON
Hivtintiti . T s

Otober 1977
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DEINCATION

To the telovision audienee
for encouraging wr 10
pur into this form some of
what we have leaned
from producing “THE EYES OF TEXAS"

for Texas television stations



The Atascosito District
and Sabine Pass

Liberty, Chambers, Hardin, Jeffersan, Orange,
Newton and Jasper counties

The southeasiern comer of Texas b famous for oll, timber,
rcr, cattle and hhl-m"’r The r-ljr settlers here had a Hﬂ hand in

about the revolition that freed Texas from Mexico.

France and Spain caimed this area at various times and some-
times at the same tine. France claivied it was part of Louisiana.
Spain said it waa part of Mexico,

Neither nation did wery much about it or with it during the
Girst 200 years afrer their ¢ splocens learned ft was here. The Span.
ih had a few scattered mimbors in the terrdtosy. And in the
17505, the Spanish established & settlement at Atascosito Spei
Just east of the Trinity River. This became the sest of wh-tm
Spanish called the Municipality of Artascosita. It included most of
the present Jasper, Newton, Ovrange, Jefferson, Mardin, Liberty
and Chambers countien, as well as Tyler, Polk and San Jadnto,

The Anscosdto Road pased thiough hore carrying traffic from
the Spanish 0 a1 Goliad 10 the Sabine River and beyond, It
was obe af most important and heavily travelled roads in the
arga during the years leading up to the revolution.

The United Stares bought the Lowdsiana Territory from France
in 1803 and inherited the Fronch daim 1o Texam. Spain resisted
UK. efforts to extend the UK. border to the Rie Grande, and
there was an agreement in 1818 that the boundary between LS,
and Spanish territory would be the Sabine River.

There was some movement of settlers from the United States
acrom the Sabine, But they didn get much encouragement until
the Mexicans won thelr independence from Spain and started
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otlering liberal inducenenis 1o new settlers. It was a E‘Iﬂhn vy that
was to cost Mexico the whole temitory, and the Mexican govem
ment :1_'_|t|._'|_ d 1T, huf nor in ome to E‘rTrw‘nt |

Several .-'-|._r1|;|u tamilics were already established in the Atsswcn
wito Dhstrict by the time Stephen F. Austin got his eolonization
grant 1821, The birst tormal census 10 the Altasconio [ Magrict
al the Mexgcan State af Coahuila and Texas 1n 18240 PLHI'I-]F the
i,upp.uhtmn ai #07. That figure induded 76 slawes. I .ai'r'|.h'.r-r.'|.!!g-
did not include Indians. The Indians in '-'!h" alta Welre tThn[]-
-'i,l_;l'},uu“u ,||'||! l'a'|L|||;.|rT.|'. .[hL"'Tp' Wt |I"|I|'I'Il“'u |-'F|||-! ['H"ll"nil"l"l R
hruu'hﬂ for thowr own good This was one frontier where the
settlers did not wpend much time I]thng Indians

The name of the !".hlr::np.ulih‘ was changed in 1831 when Mex
ican Land Commissioner Francseo Madero arrived o give othcial
approval to the colonists’ land grants. Madero held an election to
choose the wat of government los the District. The colonists
chose the Smith Mantation. a linle south of Atsscosito. Madero
laid out the townste, and he and the settlers agreed 1o name it

Libertad, ar Ilh'r'!_r

The name was prn'rrll'lf'tn  The resddents of the ."l-h]ll'.n[*.lhl'c. aof

Liberty challenged the authority o an apparently owver ecalitas
Mexican official named F'-f.h“".llﬂ M Anahuac jist 13 vt his
later. And that started the ehan ol evenis that led 1o the NDeclara

tion of Inde prrhll noe 1 B34,

&) Atephesn B, Avatim, falled The
Fatser of Tevus, gl Ieli colomiza
M grand from AWexico wm T8
iefting i smotiom the  #venls
ity sy Teags the Souibwesi
cdufpoit of English.arienied

Imettcd. Ma dend Ie J'-r.i---'.r-
18T il P NeW R 1r'|',l-|r _||"]|-
i Lol i ey |r-.JIi'r'-r ity iy rrie
e wfoa i f.:!:'. I-u‘...:. .-_f o I#
{Labsaima Frilw mmi mbher. Peaseiul
JII-:' U EWE RN, J'.r-p Alatigmaz
il .2 l--l-il.\_J!.' 15 (il miid ThireEal i

ey sorlonmiafa,

LT



W gl !ﬂ-lqp: Il;r 1 | i Cari)s
1 ey el Faraaeter  welip ]
|i|._“;|_.|.-.I i PRl :- K A FF ﬁ.-.:il]
at. the Harile af San Faciare, alio
irei jmatedd Texas pofitded foe wrege
by three decades. He wan Bhr nwrw
H’r;in'vlln firad ot |.'_|'.rr:f, Ludwe
-',.r|-|.|!I .;-.-r-fn-r FFeim, .ln-;'rfwf i
Pexgy inla .’;Iq I'miom i PH4S
Hruitos wdd #ledtrd povdrnsr on
the cvwe of the ol War. refuid
fi bar b previvhon, el of e whes
lewamy woied 1o (I fhre {om
for ot pons’

' i ___I_;F ;__ D

M Thr Sawm Howihion 8Beparaasl
[ileary and Reswaroh Cowler oom
helrin @ wewdd veiwrfy af  dMfigies
ad artifucts that show the iyl
i cheas vr of early Jexan bfe,
Echadivgg 1) Sam Mowsfon's bed,

.

' i
- o I
— - i —
s, -
J . e = —
% o — -'---
& @ L —_—
» e S
- r—— P
—
""--- - —
. —
= g }
e - 1
— il e
a = -y | —— i
- o -
' - R
—
! -
i + L
-
o

1l Oe of the Sam Howston Liteary ‘s vabwed kitrorical wwbics in thiy journal
il thie Jarmishd pehvdieer, Feam Latfire. 1 bt evitry, dated JRED imalicatei
L fte dbd wor sl ot abidivion o the 18208, Thls fourmad syl thie
““'-”1‘ rlilli 'ilil:' T T II”1 L | -lf‘.l:lr-qj wriider gl .JII:J.IIHIJ l]dll'['flj',ril (ITFRS
b circiilaied reparir fein death g 4 cover

LIBERTY COUNTY

The government of the Hepublic of Texas started organizing
Texas into counties shortly after it ook office in 1836, Liberty
County was one ol the u.'rJ'HiTu] counties. The city of Liberty has
been the county seat lrom the IIJI'HHI'IH-IIH-H., Interstate 10 musses the
county completely, But U. S, 90 passes right through the city,
Liberty v more than 200 vears old, if vou count from the time
the Spanish first established Atascosito. And Liberty historian
Charles W, Fisher Jr. says only one other county in Texas has had
as many courthouses as Liberty County. Fisher counts seven of
them. The first three were timber and quickly outgrown, The
lourth courthouse was beick. A ['ll'e {!t!t'ru'prrr.l it -.lllll et of Ill.t'
¢ounty records in 1874, Another brick courthouse was builr in
the late 18705 and torn down in 1895, That one was replaced by
¢ typical 1890s Texas courthowse that was torn down 30 years
later and replaced by the typical 19308 Texas courthouse that
stands 1oday on the same plot of ground Commissioner Madern
designated for the government building in his original 1830 city
plan.

Many historicsl documents and artifacts are oo exhibit in the
new Sam Houston l{t'-,,;imul l.ﬂu:.u'!, and Research Center. The
Center is just nocth of the ul'iﬂlrl..l] Atascosito settlement on Farm
Road 1011, north of Liberty, It was built with money raised by
th{' Atasrnaito Historicsl Sodcety on lund donated E1'|.' !'nrrm-!
Governor Price Daniel. It b operated by Lamatr University, The
Center has & big collection of Indian artifscts, carly Texas horme
furnishings, pictures und paintings. (ne of the documents on dis
play is the journal of the privateer Jean Laffite. It was boughst and
donated by Price Daniel. The Sam Houston H:Fn-u.ﬂ Libtary and
Rescurch Center i gpen 8 a.m. to 5 P, Mondays through Sat.

HII..‘iJ-\ L
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Willtam Barrett Travis and Sam Houston both T tced law n
Liberty. There is a marker on the bullding that now stands where
Sam Houston's Law affice stoeoad, at the cornier of Main Street and
Sed P !'-lln-ll.!:ln .l'l'rl".'ll.r:'_

Mot on had two homes in Liberty County. He had 5 smuall L-H
cabin an a large tract at Cedar Paint, where Cedar Bavou emipties

brifa 1 einity Buy. He l-'-l'l-i |!'|l.-' 1:'..'“-! ih & sUrrmet h-:"'llh.' '.'I'.I1 1|II

%
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1} Plantarion Rumok, real el i T falfed vy BT i’J T e BT S Ped Y
"”'-I”'d:' di fhiety T L | when Texas T ety M bwr curriecd bosg? Fig e
gors anad fredghet 1o and from early iettleminta

died in 1863, Howston retired to Cedar Point brie ﬂl,- siter he was
loreed out of the Governor's affice in 1861 lor opposing seces
ihon from the United States. The howse s no langer standing. The
giie 18 in what s now Chambers Lounty, near Cove off Farm
Road 2354, Houstan and his wife, Margaret, also had 2 home 23
miles north of Libertv on the east 1i;.!r of what Is now State
Highway 146, There was & river settlement called Grand Cane
here then, No trace of the sertlement s left today, except the
bois d'arc wrees the settlen imported to provide their chickens
with a Fl.u.:' Id fodst, sale lrom possums, CoOOn. and loxes. The
b0 d'arc trvees have tough thorns on the trunks, They are not
pative to this part of the state.

Mry. Houston and her mother were tounding members of the
Concord Baptint Church. The church is about six miles north af
[rr.i:l'l.l.i Lane, and services are 5!41! |,:||:.-II.|5||.‘,I !||_'[r__ I.HIT the baild
ing 15 not the ocginal one. The church is situated on a COLUTLrY
road that runs west toward the Trmity from State Highway 146,
_|m¢pf1 and Benprmin Ellis were alsio founding members of the
Concord Baptist Church, They were the nrr|.1i.r:.|.| ownery of the
prveriront F]-Il'l'-.lillll!l later restofed and now Lll_"ll"l_lh._'d I'H!, Bill Dwan
iel. The Trinity carried most of the pussengers and feeight o snd
from the ranches and settlements before the railisads came. His
goman Minam Partlow lists 98 sreamboats known to have O

ted on the Irinity between 1838 and 1E7R. A harge canal serves
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Liberty today, and some Dallas interests still dream ol 4 series of
locks to make the river n.i'u'ig;llrlt all the Wway Lo notth Texas,

A monument on State Highway 146 abouwt haltway between
Liberty and Concord honors the early Coushatts Indian Chiet
Kalita. He furnished lood and help to many of the sertlers lleeing
toward the Louisiana border during the Runaway Scrape, when it
appeared Santa Anna's army was going to wipe oul the revolu
tionary Loroes.

The Wells General Store, built in 18735, still stands in Tacking-
ton Praire. This community was founded by Barton Tackington
in 1827. It was the first settlement in the county, west of the
Trinity River.

(ne af the carliest major Texas cattle peoducers was James
'I'a}'|r1r White. He npnalnl " .-p-ll.'ul.l from headguarters situated
southeait of Liberty in what is now Chambers County. Jones and
Company of Englind established on the hanks of the Trinity at
Libetty the first commescial meat packing plant in Texas

Several homes from the late Nineteenth Century are still stand

M o6 llilr ll‘llil'f siTeea an 1.Fb'1‘!1’l-1

1) The steambogr Horatio, b this 1994 photo, b docked fucd soulh of
Shwer e LS B0 boilge wow apans the Trinity River, $) A fow Texas
Bebbibiiirrin sy o0l e deem af Liberty Conty radnches. £ The Ablssil
Pﬂ lfrT'll L oL | |-|"l|i.'|. 2] |!"|| |II I i |I|- |lrl|l.llr|. ‘| jere. 1 il ris
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A party of French exiles led by General Charles Lallemand set
up & base near the present town of Liberty in 1818, Lallemand
and hin followers had been sUppUriers ixl .""'-i.l]‘m'|n-r:| lhmql:ulh.'_
Thev fled after Waterloo, and thei apparent intention in settling
in Texas was to establish a base for a Bonaparte revival. They
called their base on the Trinity River Champ d*Asile, They pre
tended to be sertlers, but they were hl‘JL’iI'!.. armed,

HJ'.HJ[L‘“HI!- brother, Jn-u:ph. wis living In New lemey. Huton
ans believe Lallemand and his lollowers planned Carnpaign to
free Mexico from Spain, put Joseph Bonaparte on the thrane of
Mexico, and then rescue H.ip-ulcnu from St. Helena Cante mpo
rary Spanish and U, S, authorities chought the same thing. Spain
sent an expedition from Mexico to attack Champ d'Asile, but
Lallemand and his party had scatvered by the time the '_"ép.nu_a..]'n
arrived. The f"i-]'-..'l.llhh burned the settdement and the {”F fortifica
tichs, and 1lllthll1,.r, is left at the site ll-."l-l.i.l'!,. cacepH the marker the
State ol Texas put up in 1936. The marker is on the south side of
LLS. 90, nesr the esst bank of the Trinity.
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CHAMBERS COUNTY

Chambers Caunty was formed in 1858 trom parts of Liberry
wnnd letferson counties. The -|1'||.:irr,|| county seat was Wallisville
wn the Triniy, It was moved to Anshuac in 1908, The present
tourthouse was biilt in 1935, It was the first air-conditioned
sotrrthouse in Texas. All of Trimity Bay and much of Galveston
l‘h'lr- hl’ wnThrT- the 'l;'l'l.'|1||;|1|_'r'.. Lounty E'“"'Hillll"- {]'!_ cattle and
Mes arc f!"’“ l“q_-: NGy "Flil'i';"l- i Il.l"ll:ll.'l"q LOuney.,

Interstate 10 cuts acvosn the north part ol the county. It
misses the county scul ol Anahuse where the history is concen
iated. The Spanish established a forr st Anahwic in 1821, The
mile 15 now a ]"!-IFI-. Fhis was 4 potit of entry tor settlers bram the
United States under the Spanith and Mexican administrations.
The Mexicans had a man named Tuwan Besdburn in charpe at
Anshuac in 1831, He had 2 senes ol -il'.]'ru'rr.-. with the swttlers
and he |-4|-!|I.:|-I Witham Barrert Travid .!urinuh afie of & hoas .,li-,l-mh-.,,
Chher sertlens persuaded Bradbum's superior to depose Bradburn
and ftree Travis. During this exercise, the colonises drafted what

i
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cattie 1o be called the Turtle Bayou Resolutions, protesting the
policies of the Bustamente government in Mexico City and calling
for o return to the Mexican Constitation of 1824, The Turtle
Bayvou Resolutions were the tirst formal notice that the sevelers in
Texas webe gr orwing i.||:11_'1.|.||:'nl with thetr statiie. A state inarker ak
White Ranch Park on 1-10, six miles northeast ol Anahiuvac pro
.[I.A.II'H'I. l']i!« W t!ll_‘ I,'Ii..”_'l" “'IH"l'I:' i'hr 'c H'Ill.l.!'l-[”l.‘ wWere |]r..l[rl::i

The Chambers County Historical Commission has preserved
two historic buildings on a site adjacent 1o the Chambers County
Courthouse on Washington Avenue at Cummings in Anshuwic. The
Thomas Jelferson Chambers home was built heee in 1838, Cham
bers called it Chambersia.

Thomas Jelterson Chambers was bormn in "l."lrgmi.a.. He came to
Texas by way of Mexico, He studicd Mexican law there, and
when he came to Texas he was Suwrveyor General for the govern.
ment ol the Mexican State of Coahuila and Texas. He was sl
designated superier judge loe the territory, and he held several
latge Mexican Lind gants, The present State Capitol ar Austin
stands on land the Me xican government granted to Chambers, and
the State linally paid Chambers® heirs $20,000 foe bt in 1925,
00 years alter Chambers was assassinated as he sat in his home at

Anahuac,



1) Thin affice of plonies Toas physictm M fu"lﬂ 5-"':”“."1
Mgy been preserred an o musrum, (13 Lecuted adomgpunds 2} Hve
i oammbavi Homor ot Amabias. 1T whi heve that Thomas Jéfee
srin Chagmbers lived, awd wheoer fe die o frvrn the buller of ae

aaii e et 1 B

Chambers dlded with the colanists in their dapure with the
Mexican government., He played a major role in the Rewolution,
nd he wis comminboned & s general in the Texan Army
Reserve, Chambers Connty was named lor him.

The home Chambers built at Anshuac has & window M_th the
panes atrunged like the Lone Sear of Teuas. Somebody Fred o
et from outdde ooe day and killed Genesal Chambers s he was
witting in an upsain room. Thete i & story that the bullit passcd
through Chambers” hody and hie a port triit of him The bullet
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B The degthe of the ig Thicke) s mary plicri oo iviab i il anad
wlhibivm wwen by eufonderi, Glawt Cyprenl iTEEEF P e @alild “wwera” Ml
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vapposodly hit the painted figure in the same spot it hit the
general himaeldl in, The shooting cecarred in 1BG6S, The gunman
pever was foiml.

There ate vo regalar hoors, byt yoo can visit the bome any
tirne you can hind somebody i the County Clerk's oflice free to
.ﬁu“ !'I'“IH thn‘ulﬂ_h,

The oifice of I, Nicholas Schilling was muved to the site
llﬂhﬂ.'-!ll:l-t’ ithe Chambees hoow oam Uedar |'|.||'!|'1.1u where L. Schill
liitg worked until he died in 1919, Schillitg was born i Cerrmany
The Schilling family donated the olfico 1o Chambers Counry
complete with ol the equipment, medicmnes and records De. Schil -

Rog lefs in it when he died.

Mhe Anahiac Mationa! Wildiife Hrfugt s on Eant Bav, soueh of
Farm Road 1985, It is open to visiton, There is o charge.

HARDIN COLUNTY

The Big Thicker is nor s big a9 it once was, b it is sull the
Biggest thicket in Texa, and mmich of what b loft of it s In
Musdin County.



1) Havifin Cownry s relatively ew
courthonge (1958) coninsts
sharply with wary of the dtarely,
highly crnamested corurihimie
buaill im Temar tn the Late 1 9¢h
Cantury. Moy ormale coert
lowies aned valuable parly recveds
have been dectroyed by fires ovwer
the yeari

The county was formed in 1858 from paris of Liberty and
Jefferson counties, It was named for five brothers, Augusting,
Benjamin, Milton, Franklin and William Hardin. They were early
snd prominent settlens in Liberty County.

A town was established to be the connty seat, It was also
named Hardin, but the Sabine and East Texas railraad laid s
tracks so a3 to miss Hardin by a couple of miles. The raflvoad
prometers were two brothen na med Kountze. They established 2
sew town beside their tracks and named it for thetmelves. Hail
road promoters did that a lot Hardin went inta a decline. The
cousthouse there burned in 1887, and the county scat was then
moved to Kountze, The present sourthouse was built in 195K,
Kountze is on U, 5. 69 between Beaumont and Waudeille.

Timbet is one of the principal resources of Hardin County, and
the sawmill town of Silsbee is the commercial center. Timber
magnate John Henry Kirby built his first sawmill in Silsbec in
1896. Silsbee is in the eastern end of the county where State
Highway 327 meets Farm Road 92,

The oldest town in Hardin County is Sour Lake. It may be a
long time before the Arabs get the price of oil as high as it was in
Sour Lake in the last half of the Nineteenth Century. (hly water
wseid to sell here for 50 cents a glass, People came o Sour Lake to
drink it for their health, before they discovered some of the othes
thing it is good for. The oily water oored out of the ground.
Stophien Jackson is credited with founding the town and discover.
ing that people would pay money ta drink the oily water. A black
man known as Dr. Mud is said to have made 3 fortune shipping it
‘o customers outside of Texas, A fashionable hotel was built on
the lake in 1851, and many rich and famous people came here to
bathe and drink the water. Sam Houston was here in 1863 shoetly
before he died. The hotel eventually burmed, and peaple quit
drinking the water when commercial ofl development started.

(L)

2) Sour Lake ilr'f.:lr; the tum of
W CETINTY wdl o Bady, FTORTR
poivn, fweled in part Eyf Wi
speeas] balief that ite wosing, olly
wutirs Wad wedicinal value, For
sommr years, if was o spu of e
viderable wote amd  prominend
e le caeme b ik Pl danifers
aind tale the bathe. 3 When ieed-
omr ol crilliveg Bregaan im Sonr Lake
i caiied ﬁtmﬂn of atagper
dimwngons wid Hrerally :nwrﬁ
the kendrcape with ol vigy, In the
1920 a horge scciiown nf:hh Lamal
grea camed m, hurying deerichs
anad rayuigrererl,

The first big gusher here came in in 1902, It was here that the
company that became the glant Texaco arganization got its start,

ere was no regulation of ofl production in those early days.
Ffpcﬂlintun :‘nd promoters flocked into Sour Lake. The popula-
tion soared from 40 to 20,000 in four months, and oll derricks
covered the lihdl-l:AFt'.
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11 Thane celobramts at g “"Roveiclup ' b Batson reatifly 0o the free-wheeling
exihenmor of Hhe eavly ol boce foning ”h”,”-'””.lllﬂ'nf. them facled, in the
early 200y Crstbiry

Nothing remains ot the old health ypa at Sour Lake, but there
are a lew nl.l 'Ulil-‘lllll'ﬂ BT a2 T.llllu broumn Ihn‘ l:'.l-t['h' I--Jll-l-'|..'L U+. the
Sour Lake ol boom. Sour Lake iy at the wiuthermn end of Hardin
County where State Highway 105 and State Highway 320 meet,

'I'ira-t Batson had an oil boom about the same time ay Sour
Lake. The population here pew from a few dozen to 10,000
almnat u\'f‘lTII.“hl, Batson had a fepuiation as one of the rowdiear
towns i Texas tor a briel |'hr'r1'.':s] when the new hotels and
1.4||.u11'|.'|. Wi |l'ln-'li‘rﬂll'-|l|.l'.|IlFl 'H.'HI:I -Ililllk'll. but 1t 1 q'llll.'l A |'--'+Ll"||'-
Batson is on the western edge of Hardin County, where Farm
Kaoad 770 and Farim Hl'l--'H.i 162 meel.

Saratogs wai named tor the tamous New York resort because
this h_.“rn!;.. dhn ff'l-_|l-:l'!|-'l-‘li @ !'Ir'IH'I l'l.'"i"'lt"dt'i'l'lrl ik 2 ‘I'H.'.'II”'I et
atter ' J. F. Cormon discovered some medicinal x]“rrirlst here
Commercial ol |‘|4:'n.1_*[:|pn'|.|‘ﬂ‘f hr--r:.:n af H.IF.-'II'I'IE.I about 1901, and
people lost interest in the springs

There are several opinions about where the boundsries ol the
Mg Thicket are, bur Saratoga is well within the Thicket by jist

21 IF by poasibde o o dyse |.'a‘1j' it sy areas of b fig i kel o

relarively good roads, ¢ H-r”ﬂ-.l].:l.;urr and plant lovers conlder f one of e

g fhers i fhniald b [ foor writuliife amad A ey .'r":lﬂp

about any definition. The town has long been headquarters of the
Big Thicket Assoctation. It i situated where State nghw.l'g..' 105
meets Farm Road 770,

A fair idea of what is left of the Thicket can be obrained from
any of the roads and hi!..:h“-u't in this part al Hardin Lounty. The
great stands of longleafl pine that once charactenized the Thicker
have been tumed into lumber. Still standing though are caks of a
doren wirieties, magnolia, gum. ush, maple. beech, hickory,
cypress, persimmon and mulberry trees, holly, chinguipmn, phim,
dogwood, ysupon and palmerto. Several varieties ol orchid grow
in the Thicket, too

S e P-:..FIL- have claimed they have seen ghostly lights at
night along the old road between Saratoga and Bragg. This road i
||¢|.-;p111,“mu|_|.- ﬂ,r,"';hl becawuse it follows an old railroad line. The
lisresi grows deme on both sides. The |i,,l',‘ilh Ly be JuAt W Ep
pis, but thar possibility has not prevented the road trom becom
g known as the Ghost Road.

L]



1) The Spindictop ol strike pul Beawmont on the viugp and this busy port
helps beep A there, Along with i traffic in oil, sslphar — losded alowg the
Nechow — v a magor recent ingredient in fhe port®i fativesi,

JEFFERSON COUNTY

Jefierson was one of the original Te xas counties established by
the government of the Republic in 1836, It was organized in
1837 with Beaumont as the county seat. The county was named
in honor of U, 5, President Thomas Jefferson. The clty of Beau-
munt had been founded by Menry Millard in 1835 on land he
bought ftom url}r setther Noash Tewis. The city may have been
nmamed for Millsrd's frend Jelferson Beaumont, or it may have
been taken from the French term for a small hill near the town-
site. That's never been settled.

Beaumant is a major port an the Neches River. It s on Inter-
state Highway 10, and it is the most industrialized and urbanized
part of the old Atascosito-Liberty District, Spindletop made
Beaumont one of the earlicst oil boom towns. Petroleum remains
one of the principal industries here, and the PBeaumont-Port
Arthur-Cwange complex today serves and supports and profits
from the growing offshore oil operations in the Gulf,

Rice is a major crop in Jelferson County and the upper coastal
region. The first rice was planted here in the 18500 The Port
Arthur Canal Company began cultivating rice with irrigation in
the 18%0s. A marker an the Beaumont Rice Mill restities thar ir
was the original Texas rice mill,

The lefterson County Courthouse n Beaurmont was buily in
1931.
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2] A thie Beawweont mill attesty, ther Joar lomg bievn @ major corop in Jeffer-
st dvil adiscrnt counties. 1) The French Homestead, builr in 1845 bry an
narly Neanmont swtther, kae bevn preserved by the lacal heritage walely,

Cee of the oldest bullding in Beaumont is the trading pgst
atvd homestead buile in 1845 by John Jay French, French was 4
tanner as well as a trader, and he was determined to be a
frontiersman. He mowd on from here to far west Texas becawse
Beaumont very early got too crowded for him,

‘The Beaumont Heritage Sodety malntaing the French Home-
stead, and it is open to the public from 1 to 4 p.m, Tuesdays
through Sundays, The French Homestead is at 2995 French
Haoad, Juast all Delaware Street, on the west side of Beaumaont,
There s & small charge for admission.
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Spindletop

8l had been discovered elsewhere earlier, but the oil indusery
in Texas really got its starr at Spindletop outside Beaumont an
January 10, 1901, A promoter named Padillo Higgins had formed
the Gladys City Oil, Gas and Manufacturing Company nine years
earlier. Higgins planned to discover oil in the salt dome ar Spin.
dletop and use the money ro build a dream city. Mining enginecs
Anthony Lucas took over the operation in 1889, He made two or
three attempts to complete a well and then called in the Hamils
of Corsicana to take over the drilling. The drillers were actually
changing bits that January marning in 1901 when the oil and g
erupted through the bottom of their hole and exploded into the
biggest gusher anyone had seen anywhere up to that time.

The boom that followed helped ereate the Gulf (il Company
and several other major petrolenm companies, There is a derrick
and a granite monument today at the site of the Lucas gusher on
Spindletop Avenue, on the southeastern city limits of Beaumont,

The boomtown that grew up around the Spindletop Oil Field
bore little resemblance to the cty Padillo Higgins had dreamed
of. It was thrown up in haste; flimsy frame buildings lining
muddy streets, The real Gladys City vanished a long time ago, like
most of the other boom shantyrowns. Bur the Beaumont Bicen.
tennial Commission built 3 replica of Gladys City on the campus
of Lamar Tech, on Cardinal Deive, near the site of the Lucas
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2) Gladys City, the B pscren orutit
that grew up arownd the originad
,'!u'prrrrflﬂap atl  field, b "
o lruadlr 2x @ Begumont musewmn on
the campas of Lamar Tevh, ¥)
The Babe Didrikson Zahariag
Cewber 65 o memorial fo  the
famouy woman athlete who won
Olympic howars then wmany golf
championihipe

gusher, It is o museum where as many artifacts from the Spindle-
top era ax can be found will be preserved. Gladys City is open to
the public from 1 to 5 p.m., Sundays through Thursdays; and 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Satardays. It is closed Fridays, There is a small
admission fee,

One of the world's greatest athletes grew up and got her start
in Beaumont. Babe Didrikson was a basketball star in achool.
She took up track and field events, qualified for the 1932 Olym-
pics and broke two women's world records there. She lares
married wrestler George Zaharias and took up golf. She won 36
tournaments in four years and was the fint American to win the
Heitish Women's Amateur Championship, Babe Zaharias died of
caticer in 1956 at the age of 45 and she is buried in Forest Lawn
Memaorial Park in northeast Beaumont, The Babe Didrikson
Zaharias Centet on Interstate 10 houses momentoes and the
trophies she won, It is open every day and free,

13



1) Beauments Tyeell Historswcal
Librury s o repository for impaor.
gamd imformation and extishity that
give the hivtory and Nfenvle of
rarly Sowtheact Texas srtthers.

The Geology Department af Lamar University operates a Spin.
dletop Museum on L. S, 90 west of Interstate 10, It features a
half-hour movie about Spindletop narrated by Walter Cronkite,
and it is open from 1 to 4 p.m. daily except Mondays,

The Tyrell Historical Library in the old First Baptist Church
Bullding at 695 Pearl containe much valuable infornation about
the early history and the carly settlers of this acea. The libeary is
clised Sundays and Mondays. It is open Thursdays from noon 1o
9 p.m., and Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Ssturdays kom
10 am, to 6 pmu More information about sights and events in
Beaumont can be obtained from the Visitor Infosmation Center,
1-10 at Walden exit.

L. 5. Highway 69-96-287 connects Beaumont wath Port
Arthur and passes by Nederland. Some of the fiest settlers atter
this town was founded were peaple of Dutch descent. Some of
the descendants of the original Dutch sertlers still live here. They
have & replics of & Dutch windmill on the main street. It is a
combination museam and gift shop. Wooden shoes from the old
country are among the big items here. The windmill was buile by
the Nederland Chamber of Commerce in 1969, It is said to be an
exact replica of mills actually used in Holland, but the blades on
this one are turned by an electric motor, The interior s air
conditioned, and the artifacts on d.i:phy are not all Dutch, Some
belonged to the late country music star Tex Ritter. He claimed
Nederland as his home town. The Windmill Museum is open
Thursday through Sunday afternoons, Adndssion is free.

Nederland also had a number of settlers of Cajun background.
These were descendants of French settlen dispossessed by the
British when they took owver the Maritime Provinces of Canada.
Many of the settlers from the Acadian region of Canada moved to
French Louisiana, and vome of their descendants later moved into
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southeast Texas. The Maison des Acadiens, adjacent to the Wind-
mill Museum, is a replica of a typical French Acadian home., It is
open Thursdays through Sundays from 2 to 6 p.m. from March
through October, and 1 pm. to 5 p.m. the rest of the year,
Admission is free,

Port Arthur

Port Arthur is a thriving oil port and refinery center, but it did
not get this way naturally, The original settlement here was
founded in the 1840, and it was known as Aurora, The water in
Sabine Lake was not deep enough to muke a port. Hurricanes
WELT a prnHl.'m. The settlers dad a lirtle ﬁﬂling and l';.lrmm;. and
most of them had moved pomewhere else by 1890,

b |



1) Spimadienog s off boom mpawaest Poer Sethure's deeebopwent an a porr ciny
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Then canie an encrgetic railrosd peomotet natmed Arthir |
Stillwell. He was looking for o place where the rains on hin
Kunasi Oty Southern Bathroad could rransfes Cargoes 10 gl Frovm
ocrangome ships. He deaded thet Port Asthur was that place
hl’ﬂln‘r" I-mgl:hr BOTe T.u'lqi ||'||.| t.puE ol g Tarew el e siiid |Il|'4.‘I|;¢'|.‘| 3
1hl|‘r channel, Aling the way . Stillwell line control aof his ratlioad
£ e ik 'ulﬂ'l W, (hatisa anid q-',q-\.n.l fis b 4 ractog ., Lol WA tlig
[ FT TR "-!‘."I.-.Illnh." and tinancier knowi as Bet. A Million Caates
He butle & lavish home in the new city of Port Arthue, Only the
loundation is standing wday, but the homie Gares” millionaire
aiiickare  leade Ellvieoad. built sest door w one oF the show i'ri.ln*-
il Pt Aot louae.

Ellwood butlt & replica ol o Pompeiian Villa, He liad madde 2
bl o muaney m burbed wire, and be went i ]1.lr'!l1-'h-1-':l|'l' Wt
||.l111l Gares i well defense. He had soomeaely rioable werh ©eanies
vilaning his barbed wire patenis that he himally deoded to make
I'Ill'll a partmer gl '||.|l 1% ]‘:.I-u.' I‘H'l.n.llq_l.i LA 1o ihi Pt l'r'!hlll
'|"|1|.II.JT-|". l”'h'lllhdll 1I1IITI': was 1nok |1I. 3 g b =|Ill :F;IT t!‘l-r 11“4 't
Pont Arthur woidd be & nice sumimer place, bt he tever gol o
Hve in it MHe browght Moo Ellwood dows from Chicsgo 1o see b
ibii fth !'-1 1ore 11 Was hlll!.-‘l-l L!. The |||"'."!'.I!Il"."- wiir s bhad ol
day, she deavded the 1-|_|-.L' was uninbabitabile, She went back o
l.!h.il..lp:h w:l!iluu‘ (i} 1I-1UL.I.|‘IF ||u...1|:

The wvills s owoed niow by the city of Poit Asthier, 1t i main

talned by the Historleal Society of Port Arthur. The sddvesn b
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1953 Lakeshore Drive. It is wually open in the mornings, and
theee is no charge for admission.

The big oil discovery at Spindletop put Port Arthur in business
as an oll port almost from the beginning, The population grew
fram 900 in 1900 to 10,000 in 1910,

Giulf and Texaco both operate big refineries in Port Arthur.
Highway B7 passes through the Gall Refinery and close by the
tanker docks.

The people of Port Arthur decided in 1976 to decorate some
aof the III.I“d'I'I‘IF_i around town for the Bicentennial, They are try
ing to deplet the histoey and the culural beritage of their area in
these padntings, and lhry didn't quit when the Bicentennial year
ended. They are still painting, This mural about the Mesian
contribution is on the thrift store st Proctor Street and Beaumant
Aven ue,
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1) A colimful Irich harfender fram
Mok, [k Iil,'rﬁinﬂ, rateidd d
ampany of 41 men and pmarhed
the  U'mlom attempt to Lmd af
falifme Pass in 1563, This
momorial commemonates his
ipriel Mk m.- 2] A pieee of
macfiiwery from a | ladoo cleip ofis-
sbiled Iy Dowldings urriﬂr'w ir om
Hepley outhde Regumont’s port.

*

Sabine and Sabine Pass

Sabine Pass was laid out in 1836 by Sum Houston and Philip
Sublert. It was originally called Sabine City. Some rival devel-
ppers established a town they called Sabine, a little closer to the
mouth of Sabine Lake. Both towns were intended to become
major ports, and Sabine was on its way to becoming a resort until
a serics of hurricanes in 1886, 1900 and 1915 almost wiped ow
both communities.

Ome of the important Texas encounters between Union and
Confederare forces occurred here near the mouth of Sabine Lake
i 1863, Unioti General William Franklin had sailed from Mew
Orleans with 20 gunboats and 5,000 troops, intending to fand at
Sabine and capture Texas. The mouth of the Sabine was defended
by Confederate Lieutenant Dick Dowling and 41 other Irishmen
from Houston, Dowling had been a bartender in Houston. Most
of his men had been dock workers, They had six cannons pro.
tected by some carthworks. Thq.' called it Fort Sabine or Fon
Griffin. The first two gunboats thar tried 1o get past the litele for

4 Tires
.i r

¥ Crah fishermen wivally haw good Fick i this chanmel between Port
Arithrar gvied Salimio, To fufi for crab m fexas does not ree [Iﬂl’ d fdengr,

were dissbled by cannonfire. General Franklin sbandoned them
and took the rest of the fleet back to New Orleans. Dowling
suffered no losses, He captured two federal Hu.nbmu and 315
prisoners, and he's been hailed as & hero ever since, espedially on
St. Patrick’s Day. A statue of the bero of the Battle of Sabine
Pass stands in a park dedicated to his memory, south of Sabine,
The concrete bunkers here had nothing 1o do with Dowling. They
were built to hold coast artillery shells during Woeld War 1L, It's a
nice spot for a pienic and a good place to view the ships enroute
to and from Beaumont, Port Arthur and Orange.,

A picce of machinery fram one of the Uinion ships crippled by
Dowling's cannon is on display outside the Port of Beanmont. It
is a walking beam trom the sidewheeler CLIFTON. (Tours of the
port can be arranged through the guard at the gate.)

The channel between Port Arthur and Sabine is a popular
fishing spot. FM 3322 runs alongside the channel almost to the
beach. It does not give access to the beach. Crabbing is good in all
the waterways around the Golden Triangle. Fishermen need a
license. Crab fishermen do not.

The state carmies on studies of the problems and habits of birds
and marine life at the J. D. Murphree Wildlife Management Area
in the marshes south of State Highway 73. Fishing and boating
are permitted.

Eight miles west of Sabine Pass on State Highway 87 is the Sea
Rim State Park, This park covers more than 15,000 acres and has
mare thun five miles of frontage on the Gulf. It is a wintering area
for migratory waterfowl. Some rare and endangered animals live
here including the red wolf, the American alligator, the river otter
and the muskrat, Fishing is permirted.
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There are provivions for owernight comping. This s & Tl |
Fark, The mmtrance fev b 51000 per car antess you heee am smmsd
Pt Thié enlvasiie Low Jdivew moit v I:hl.‘ i @il -JI'I!{.'I'IIIH shrl
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Stater Mighwsy 87 rum on srathwest from here snd connecn
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ORANGE COUNTY

Orange County was originally a part of Jetterson County. It
was established a5 a separate county in 1852, George Patilln
selected the name becawse he thought his orange grove was going
to turn out better than it did. The county seat was originally
called Madison, but the name was changed to Orange in 1858,
The present courthowe in Orange was built in 1936,

The Stark Art Museum on Green Avenue at 6th Street was
given to the dty of Otange by the Nelds C. and H, J. Lutcher
Stark Foundation in 1976, The Stark Foundation also restored an
old mansion across the street from the Museum and presented it
to the city as a cultural center,

The Farmers' Mercantile Company at Sixth and Division s a
19204 establishment still selling the same assortment of merchan.
dise in the same atmosphere that pln'ai|n!= when the pl.!.-.;t First
opened.

Whatever Orange County lacks in orange production, it makes
up in chemical production. Several big concerns huve major plants
here on what s known as Petrechemical Row, south of the part,
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NEWTON COUNTY

Above Orange County, between the Neches and Sabine is an
area that was settled very early but never very demsely.

Jasper and Newton counties are still mostly forest. These two
counties originally were within the Spanish Municipality of Aras-
conito, but they had been established as the separate districe of
Bevil before the Revolution of 1836, The district was named for
the original settler, John Bewil,

The government of the Republic established the district as
Jasper County right after the Revolution,

Newton County was separated and established as a county in
1846, The man Newton County was named for never lived in the
srea. He was a hero of the U, S, Revolurion named John Newton.
Early settler John Bevil evidently was a history buff, and he had a
hand in naming both these counties. (Jasper was named for U. S,
Revolutionary War hero William Jasper.)

State Highway 87 runy north fram COrange 1o the county seat
of Newton County. The present courthouse at Newton has been
in use since 1902, Across the street from the courthouse stands
what is left of the W. H. Ford Male and Female College, founded
in 1889, The wood cutout of the lumberjack on the courthouse
grounds testifies that lumbering is the principal business in
Newton County. The early settlers were farmers, but lumbering
hecame the principal industry in the 1880¢ and it still is.

Newton County has some magnificent stands of pine, in the
lowlands at the southern end of the county. and in the Blue Hills
wetion in the north. The E. O. Siccke State Forest is on Farm
Road B2, off State Highway 87 between Trout Creek and Bleak-
woold. There are provisions for camping here. Fishing and swim.
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] ool ent pioneer familics coukd afford "‘_m.'l i
i : r: ;lr::‘;;:g:*;l.l H. f’-‘:l:‘!h-l t thiy soruetwre. The Ford Male and Female
t.'ifﬂrg; anded bt 1989, hin been preserved awd reastored an o e

cutiomal Levndmark,
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im LILE. | .-_'i.-l:l - |
EYscRUTmTIR § SN POS §} The E, 0 Clecke Ntate Forest

TEIAS mqﬁ'l'iﬂ“- . fiin Newton County & & phnr
ol wheee resvarch  continues irife

uiaye of growiug b rared bedter
trees, It alia affords the traveler 0
chance 1o hike snatiore trails,

cantp, fish and owim.

ming are permisted, and the forest service maintains a nature trail.
Siecke Forest is named for a former State Forester. ‘
There are not as many sawmills operating in Newton Lnum‘;:r
today as there once were. But Wairgate, on Farm Road 1415, ﬂ_“
State Highway 87, north of Newton, ts one place that h"f‘ aNnn
gill working. The name Weir shows up in several places in ft:-
ton County becuuse the Weir Lumber Company was ORe © the

carly operators here,
Sawmill workers m

ostly commute to work now. Hut in the
carly days, they lived in company towns alongsid

e the mill.
s
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T Flr"[:l.t af Mewton halt & rr:pliu ol av earby sawmstll foven
s few yeans agn, boping it would become » toarist sttraction.
semed & good ides snd it may yet sucored, But in the summes of
1977 Sewimill Town, US. A, was sadly divplaying » sigh oliering
the while place for wle

The southemn ead of the populer Toledo Bead Heservouw ba ae
the northern end of Newton County. Thare is o public perk slong
wde the dam. Tt i north and caat of Borkeville wheee Faam Road
692 snd 2%% meet. There are public boat rampe. Sedmming i
permitied. There b o foe for camping

JASPER COUNTY

U. 5. Highway 190 links Mewton with the comnty s ik
Jusper Comnty, (0 the west The county comrthouse ot Jsaper wa
badls n PRED, The st srttler in this councy was John Bewil He
founded Bewlpart on the Neches River, and he founded anithes
witlement on Sandy Creck, The ons on Sandy Creek wa callnd
Burwdl until it wean chosen po be the coundy eEaf, il thes the name
wat changed to Jesper. Bevilpor hud been the commetcial center
ol ihe seea. bt 6 went oo & decline alter the county =il wai
eitaliliched st Jasper, S0l standing o the bome Mandolph [nm
begtle ak ﬂ.l.'i1||l-."'l'|'l i I HES2
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The Houston-Galveston Area

Galveston, Brazoria, Fort Bend and Harris counties

GALVESTON COUNTY

Thete are three ways to reach Galveston Island by motor
whicle. There s 4 toll bridge over San Luis Pans at the southwest
ern end of the wland. There is a double causeway on Intentate 45
J:'.rrril}- intiv the ity aof Galveston, But the most pleturesgue way
te teach Galveston hland b by Stare MHighway 87 fram Por
Arthur and Sabine Puss. There bs no bridge, and the Highway 87
tralfic is carvied acroms the entrance to Galveston Bay on large
ferryboats operated by the Texas Highway Department. This is
also the slowest way because trallic waiting for the ferry obten
siacks up very deep.

Galveston County Includes a big section ot the mainland and
halt of Bolivar Peninsula in addizion to the island,

The isdand probably was first discovered by Europeans in the
catly 1500, Then, and for wome time after thar, the idend was
trequented by Karankawd Indbans. Some accounts describe the
Karankawss as cannibals, Sonwe historians wy that was a bad rap.

Little attention was puld to the island until pirates hl:i;.lu HEIng
it as a buse in the early 18005, The mast famous of the pirates
operating from here was Jean Latfite, It's bebieved his headquar.
ters were near where the University of Tevas Medical complex is
tmh'!.'. A state marker in the 1400 block of Warer Street desig
nates the spot where Laftite’s house is believed ta have stood.
The foundations on the spot were part ol a later bunlding.

Several hundred people were living st Galveston by the time
Fexans declared thelr Indrprndrm:c. Interim President [avid €,
Burnet and his cabinet took refluge here during the Battle of San
Jacinte, and this was where they learned thelr revslution had
swweceeded. Galveston became a city when M. B, Menard bought
part of the island from the Republic and laid out the rownsite
The city became the county seat when Galveston County was
split oft trom Brazoria County in 1839,
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The early settler of Texas were a long time ocalizing whial

havoe the Gulf huwmicanes could cause. Many prif LT il
i lthers eatablished towns and husinesses r'.p|'-1 ot the shore. Tha
storms eventually perswsded the residents of many e x P d oo
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was too vulnerable
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nnilans persuaded the tederal goverriment 1o Put up & Moul e
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FLAGSHIP
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The investment and effort P.u.l: off. Houston has since taken
over Galveston's old status as the chiel port and commercial
center on the coast, But Galveston remalns an impartant port and
a major tourist center. The surf is not what vou'd find in Hawuii
or California, but there are plenty of surfers, anyway. The diy
has more than 30 miles of beaches on the Gulf. Accommaodations
range from campgrounds and mobile home parks to fine hotels.

The old Galver on the Seawall is updo-date and comfortable
inside. The |'l.lj-.',h|11'p sits over the Gulf on a concrete Fiep bl
originally a8 an amusement park. I'.-IiI'IIHH in 'FH'rITIIItrd troin the
end of the pier. The charge s £1.50 if you're not staying at the
hotel.

‘ublic tishing piers extend out into the Gull, from 61st Street
and from 9)st Screet. Prices are §1.50 at 615t Strect and £2 .00 af
91st Street. They are open all hours, all year.

The jetties at the entrance to the Galveston Houston Ship
Channel dre very ;hrpuhr ’r-nh:n_g spots, and Iree. Rollover Pass on
Baolivar Peninsula is another popular free fishing spot,
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Charter boats take Tahermen on e xcurons into the bay and

out into the Gult, The charter boats dock at Pier 18. (The prers in
Galveston line up, roughly, with the streets that havwe the same
mumbers. ) Prices range from $6.00 for s few hours in the bay to
l-i.'".llLl piv K 30 WD per person for a full J‘Ll.'l.' -I.I-!..IH.I':IIIII{T,

Fresh fiah, shrimp and ovsters are available at Hill's and Fisher
man s Wharl, near the charter boat docks, Fisherman®s Wharl has
a short order cook on duty. You can buy a snack of fresh shrimp,
fith or oysters here and eat it at the ourdoor tables looking out
il the Galveston channel it vou are ot h1:p—r|r1.~.!'g. addicted v atr
uJH:!lunru:lr_.

4 Thirie wdiat ,I'"l'.'f' fen Doy Bl aF £af I caw v ,}.I-Iuil' r_...lil‘\.l.r.'ll.l
wivarees, Mery 30 wwd 22, ow particaler, are oo the fish markety of frr @
hi_f, e inf il ]'.“ilill_r i bl i ‘l...ll'l J'I'u'lll'll' ([ ¥ ) R wadee, rafolimes r“'l'lj'lq,'
i |_r|_||r._|’||'.- il ny lll.“. wdber i, a1 Fglip wasigea s |'l'-|'uf|'-

The Strand was the center of commerce when Galveston was
1]1_.* E‘IHHI"I-T and busiest iy m Texai, A l."-:lp tire "-'rl:rill:q! it siime ol
the earliew ‘-"""lil:"'if‘n a l“"F rime A, LT many of the EI'IJ'IIL!IHHI
hieie lu-_l.lg,. were butlt before the Civil War,

'I'hf i'._.;ht-q.tu“ Histoirtcal _!"1.1|,;|rl|.!..jti|l1l. ia Itadirl; a major eltort
to restore the old I-m]d:rip on the Strand to usefulness, Several
attraciive -..!uip-. and cating 'F"I-I-tl"'- have been established in lh'l."
restored bulldings on the Strand.

A Galveston County Historical Museumn has been established in
the former City National Bank Building at 2219 Markel Street
ncar the Strand. The Foundation hus restored the old St. Joseph's
Catholic Church st 2201 Avenue K, and it is open on Fridays
during the summer months.
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Gralveston may have more 19th Century homes in good condi
tion than any other city in the country. The prosperous p:-uph- of
Iflll‘- 'Flh'-l-'mr?ll Ciy 1:1II.ILT RITIE ~1|I|'h.{1. F1-|r|:'.r1 A great manv ol *hr-r.n
have been preserved or restored as private homes, and they can
I'lil-'n |-'I-' ‘-'H'Wl'-.{ !.Ilrhl ril-r‘ streets, But some are ||1;!':'Ir LDy Visitioirs.
‘hl:’tl.' include the aone built ‘lm r.alh l|.'||'1,'r Camue] Mav Willims
in 1837 at 3601 Avenue P, the one Colonel Walter Gresham built
in 1BEGD9Y st 1402 Broadwaw AIRLTY .L|I|I'|.'I..'|I. |,_||.|._|,j|'|'|,', A% ||1;_
Bishop's Palace), and the one J. M. Brown built in 1859 4t 24th
-IF'I-.‘I '|"ir|'|,|.|!'.,-.'.|.\_ -l.hl.t 1'|;'||r“'II|II-.F |li|i EIII:JI.I,IH‘I.H 11'I“-‘r,! gy Ulmson (ecu
pation Headquarters alver the Civil War, and the order extending
Lincoln"s Emancipation Proclamation to Texas was reputedly
msued from here. The building was the home of Galveston's El
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Mina Shrine for many years. There bs a charge for admission ar
these three old homes and at St Joseph's Church
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of the American Mational Lile lnsurance ( Ompany . [here 15 an
pbiscrvation deck on O, Open Lo visitors during office hours on
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The ih].ﬂ-fhf has @ Fonarist brain. IS boards PassCngers at "l.'.-_-||,||,,{
Park at Seawall and 27th and makes a trip around the city. The
L|'1-II,.:1 ts $2.00 tor adults and 75¢ for children, and free for
children under tour. The train runs every day in the summer and
every day but Monday the rest of the year,

":,.l.lrﬂl.'hlllu Wis fCvet |.;!,_r..|l in Galveston, but it was widely taler
ted in the 1930s and carly 1940s. There were several well-known
gambling vesorts, and one of them s still highly wvisible, The
Halinese Room offered fine food and entertainment, and there
ALY ph:hu ol action in the back rooms. They were crowded then
with slot machines and crap tables, all designed to be disposed of
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thruujr,h the windows, into the Gull, in case of a serious raid. The
Balinese Room has been operated as a Supper Club and Dinner
Theater in recent years. The gambling gear is gone, but the
furnishings in the main dining room are substantially the same as
were here in the days when you had to know somebody 1o get in,

There are military relic of several kinds around Galveston,
The Hepublic established a fort at the castern tip of the island
and named it Fort Travis, The U. §. Army teestablished Fort
Travis at Port Bolivar, on the opposite side of the channel. It was
4 Coail 4!'!1'"-‘1'_'.' base. Somewhere near this spot, Mra. I_I..H'I:' I--”“H
spent the winter of 1821 in a rude fort with only a small child
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and a seevant Hfl". She was the wile of Dr. 1|,|r|:|-r; Lunlg_ He was aofl

in the interior of Texas trying to lep the Mexicans win their
independence from Spain, He was captured and killed. Jane Long
later joined Stephen F. Austin®s colony and made her own Way as
a boarding howse operator and planter.

The Army built another fort on the Galveston side of the
channel, about where the otiginal Fort Travis had been and called
it Fort San Jacinto, A third coastal artillery base was built on the
beach, This one was called Fort Crockett. All chree of these fores
wete manned I|'II|:||.IF|1 World War 1 and Waoreld War i, bur there
was never any action at any of them

Fort Travis at Bolivar s being turned into a county park, It
will eventually have overnight camping. Nething much is left ol
Fort San _I‘.I.-..I!Irn, I:'nu u'\-J"r,q.I il 1l|r Fort Crog !'-I-‘“ i|u||.|_|r|.._-:|. are
still standing and wetving other purposes The Buns are all g,
but vou can still aee \.i.':lu.'tr s ol I_h{'ur WS on lhl.‘ "-.‘1'4“-4”.
between 48th and 53d Streets.

The chiel military event in r..'.ilw_-uun'-.}“-.s_,.p_, occurred at the
p"'lﬂ. A Union naval loree -..1:'J|:|:r||J ifi o 'II:IL.'H.IIJ..I'- av in 1862
and seized 3 wharl and a warchouse. Confederste forces recap
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tured the arca on New Year's Day, a week later. Some Galveston
buildings were damaged in the ¢ xchange of cannon fire.

Galveston never was a naval base except brictly during the
davs of the ltrpuhl'u'. but two old U, S, Navy alnpn aAre on l:i-ll[.'lhl'!r
at Seawolf Park on Pelican Island, across the ship channel trom
the port, The ulul_r. bhere are the World War 1l submarine
CAVALLA and the STEWART, The 1'!1}-:-; are Gpen (o isiton all
day every day. The charge is $1.00 for adults and 50¢ for chil
dren. You can get to Pelican Island Hlﬂ'[-' one way. That is the
Causcway on S1st Street, You turn cast off I‘mudwq-.

Seawoll Park is situated on the site of the old Galveston Quar
antine Station. All the immigrants to this country did not come
through Ellis Island. Thousands came directly to Texas and
landed at Galveston and deared through the station the Immigra
tion Service maintained here lor many years.

Seawoll Park is another popular Hishing spot. OF the island 1o
the northeast is the wreck of a World War 1 experimental concrete
ship, the SELMA She was allowed to sink here in 1922 atter she
wiis damaged in an accident, and she has been here ever since

This is another popular fishing spot. Another one is the Texas
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City Dhke, extending five miles out into Galveston Bay from the
great chemical and refining center on the mainland where they
still hold memorial services every .l"l.pri] 16th for the 461 !_H_'qu'lh_'
killed in the explosion that occurred on that date in 1947,

Sea Arama Marine Park is on Seawall Boulevard, on the island,
at Ylst Sereet, The an has a big agquarium and an outdoe
marine show with performing mammals, There is a ski show and a
-.Ful-uirru'-. IH.'!:HLH_ Fiad) ﬂ.]-.-- wn ..'1.h1|:'-i1 Al S04 -"ﬁ.r.lﬂl.l. I8 4 -..|=|I'.:|:,_"
vacht trom the 193s, The schooner SO FTHWIMNLDY was owned by
several movie celebrities including actor Creorge Brent belore Sea
Aramui d (Juire d her in 1972 Admiission prices at Lt Arama
$5.50 tor adules and $4.50 for children under 12. Children under
three are admitted free Parking 1= $1.00 a car. but there is noth
Mg 10 prevent you from [|.4r|.111y_ it the bowlevard il You can fimicl

.','l.u ¢. The 1'.|'|- i |'|,'|. H EvVery |J.|~. ol thie v |

T .III!='-|.' Wl I The '|.-|-||‘J|
weirnd, daied back o the 1950,
el i S T r'll!'rrl- i el
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it khare o Pl o arlicr ena,

41 Revond the end of Galeeston’s seawall on FM 305 i Galveston Tolavd
Staie Park, It is here that 5) “Lone Star,” an historical drama, & staged
during the summer,

Galveston Island State Park is about six miles beyond the end
ol the m.aw,q.ll, on Farm Road 3005. This was the ald Maco
Stewart Ranch until the state acquired it in 1970. There are
provisions for day camping and also for overnight and extended
camping. This is a Class | park., Entrance fee is $1.00 per car,
unless you have an annual permit. An historical drama titled
“Lone Star" is P:rfurrnni here in a handsome outdoor theater
nightly except Mondays, during the summer months.
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Several subdivisions have brerion -:Il'h':']tliu'.f on this end of the
sland with canals dredged m from West Bay, bur there is a grow
ing controversy over whether this kind of development should be
allowed to continue in waters and manhes s impartant (o
marine life and waterfowl,

BRAZORIA COUNTY

Sernilar J;'h'lupﬂn.'nl 5 geing on just as rapldly in Braroda
County, across the toll bridge st San Luis Pass. The bridge was
bl 11-'_| Cialveston |:l.ll.llll'_\'. The toll (L1 uup-i!n“w,l to be lilved when
the bridge is paid tor. Many saltwater fishermen call this pas
their favorite fishing spot. There is a fshing prer in the Gull on
the Braioiia County slde of the pass,
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Bravsoeis County has 30 miles of beach. Farm Boosd %05
|:'u.||.|.'||.|_'|-. the beach berween San Luis Pass and Surlside, Nearby is
the Bryan Beach State Park. Fushing, camping, swimming and
plenicking are permitied, but no improvements have boen built
virl,

Braroria Couonty was one ol the original Texan counties,
tormed from a Mexican municipality of the same name. The
municipality was part of the original Stephen F. Austin calony

The interim government of the HrpuHi-. of Texas Funetioned
brielly at old Velasco where Surfside is today. The tist armed
clash between Mesicane snd Texans occurred here in 1832, The
furst President and s Longress of the Hrpuhll: tivnk affice
officlally &1 Columbis (now West Columbia) in Prasorls DY,




bagloton, county ol of historie Rrazocka County, otill hae ol the court
hssiirs badlt ginee IF becamie admdnfiragtlie cenier for il counly, 1) Thiie
waty the courthouie i e year from (89T weril 2] this sewrr oo s il
wnay wred bed in 19490, The alder bul]’dillﬂ had o clock tower orfginally bt i
i bl down by @ urricane in the 19200,

The original county seat of Brazoria County was Brazoria, It
wis moved to Angleton in 1897, The present Braroria County
courthouse in Angleton was built in 1940,

The Braxos River was the principal artery of commerce in the
carly days and up until the Civil War. The banks of the lower
Hrazos in Brazoria County were lined with pl.lnt.uinuﬁ, where the
owners and their families lived the kind of life Margarer Mitchell
imagined in Gone With the Wind,

Steamboats like the YELLOWSTONE (built originally for the
Missouri River trade) travelled up and down the river carrying
pussengers and cotton.
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1 Thli witlet™s sbebtely recalli one of the Bty Texds ofver itoamen  ihai
J‘H'Jﬁ'll' wlti il'1]-i|"r.t=|l inlL L i o |ru'l|l'.rr.r. Il 1'1 b i 'lrn'- I wiiviw
the Teass oy acrois e Neisos B s, pand jrriar fo the o loraee the Darile of
wan factiifo, It abro ferrnrdd e v torfonis Texss goiwimimei foop st doi
HuJ'_fl.J.f:* Mavien, dn well ar to Velasgo,

!';I'."-'l.'T.II d.lTI'II h.l'ﬁ"l." I“.'['I'l hllllll on Ihl" Hr.u:n'i 'Iil'H.l." ll'll]‘l-l.' d.il"_l"\-
The rver fluctuated o great deal in depth before the dams were
buile, and it took the carly settlers a few years to realize that the
Brazos was not another Mississippl. Sometimes steamboats would
go way up the river during a spring rise and get stranded and have
to wait for another Hood before 1ht'}-‘ could steam back down
]H.Jl".

The spring ol TR was 5 very wet spring, Thé Brazos had
plenty of water in it. The YELLOWSTONE was up at Groce's
Plantation near San Felipe when Sam Hooston was moving his
little army eastward 1o avoid Santa Anna's Mexican forces. Hous
ton commandeered the YELLOWSTONE to move his men across
the Braros, That was March ¥, just three weeks betore Hous
ton and Santa Anns would meet at San Jacinto. The YELLOW
STONE played a further role in Texas history when she carried
I'hf il'll.l:"l‘”" g:'n.'l.'ln.lnl,‘.'nt ”i tllf Hf?ubtlt i.fl.'“'". [i..l.l‘l-'l.'l-tun UP in
San Jacinto after the battle and then carried the government and
Houston and Santa Anna from San Jacinto to old Velasco. Here,
where Surfuide is today, Santa Annas was obliged to sign the
treaty that ser Texas free.

Velasco and Quintana, on the other side of the mouth of the
Brazos, were important resorts and ports before the Civil War,
Galveston .hi.PII"I!‘IE[I- off most of the business alver the first intra.
coastal waterway was built from the Brazos 1o Galveston Bay.
Hurricanes eventually did in the resorts, and finally the mouth of
the river itsell was moved to accommodate the port of Freeport.
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Freeport is now the principal scapurt and the l-ig;n':ll city u-i
Brazoria County. It 1s the home ol the vast Dow Chemica

Company Texas complex and the principal partner in the Braros

. Fsterm.
wt trade and development sys |
. Shrimping is big business here, too, And there is a charterboat

fleet based here running expeditions into the Gull
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The present towns of East Columbis and West Columbia, up
the Brazos from Freeport, both developed out of an early planta
tion settled by Josiah Bell. West Columbia was originally called
Columbia. It had 4 population of about 3000 that summer ol
1836 when the new government of the Republic of Texas was
looking for a place to sertle. There wis a hotel, and some of the
bomes had extrs rooms, so it was to Columbia that Sam Houston
and the members of the firss Congress came 1o take their oaths
and begin their work. The House and Senate met in separate,
srmall Imllrl'rngt. They are both gone now, but s replica of one of
them has been built here, The members of the firse Congress
voted here in December of 1834 to muve the capital to Houston
where they were assured they would be more comlortable,

The first colonist of Texas was named Secretary of State in che
first Houston cabiner. That was Stephen F, Austin, but he nover
lived to see the first anniversary of the colonists’ victory. Austin
died in December of 1836, and he was buried originally at his
sister’s plantation in Brazoria County. Austin's sister was Mes,
James F. Perry, She and her husband established their Peach
Point Plantation in 1832, Austin helped design it and plan it, and
he considered it his home, too. Pare of the plantation is still in the
Perry family, and descendants of Mys, Perry still live here. But
Peach Point is not open to the public,

The plantation home of former Governor James Hogg is open
to the public, It is a state park. It is known as the Varnes Hogg
Plantation State Park. It is on Farm Road 2852, two miles narth
west of West Columbia. The plantation was established by one of
Austin’s original colonists named Martin Varner, Hogg acquired
the prnpl:lt}‘ Llh:'r. and ]'lh il.lugflh-h Ima, rr:-‘luh.'ti t|:|1: pl.u'r und
presented it to the state in 1956,
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1Y Thiv dn the eectoeed home af former CGowmrnor Tamies H.-n;l anid f1 called
the VamerHogy Plantation State Park, [t originally swas bule by an early
afoenful H--H'*I-'lliI Martin Varmer, Mige Ima Hoge restored the place ool pred
waled if 1o the State.
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Some people claim to believe that the ghost of one of Austin’s
ortginal colonists haunts the area around Batley's Prainie, James
Brit Bailey settled here in 1821, He was a fearless man, regarded
as honest, upright and eccentric, He proved his ecceniricity by
insisting before he died in 1833 that he be buried in an uptight
position. He was buried that way, and there hawve been reports
from time (o time ever since that old Bein |I_1|||."!."'. 4._11:“1‘.! Wik SEEN
here or there around Bailey's Prairie. There is cnough Spanish
moss on the trees around here o give the I'_rl..lq.L' a Flnurh aspect.

The Stare Department of Corrections operates four large
prison farms in the Brazos Valley in Brazoria County lor the same
reason the pJ'.ul'rrn settled here, Conditions for Erowing crops arc
alsrut as F-‘n-n:! here as they get anywhere, The prison farms were
private plantations before the state acquired them.
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FORT BEND COUNTY

Farming was the principal business in Texas in the years before
the Civil War, and Brazoria and Fort Bend counties were among
the most prosperous areas in the state,

Country club subdivisions may cover up Fort Bend County if
developments continue at the present rate. Bur Fort Bend is still
mostly tarms and ranches. There were sugar plantations here in
the early days. None of those is left, but the old Imperial Sugar
Plant is still busy in Sugarland, processing imported sugar cane,

This county also was part of the original Stephen F. Austin
colony, It was split off from Austin County and established asa

e ———

se parate county in 1837—
WMIWHHH:J in the twin cities of Richmond

and Rosenberg. Richmond is older. Rosenbery is bigger, and it is
also one of the few cities of its size to be yerved by two passenger
rrains. The Amtrak trains running between New Orleans and
California and between Houston and Chicago both stop ar the
modest station in Rosenberg.

Rosenberg was established when the Santa Fe tracks were laid
through here. It was named for Henry Rosenberg of Galveston,
He was one of the railroad backers.

Richmaond apparently was named for the L".IF“II al Virginia
pecause & number of the carly settlers here came from there. The
city was built on the site ol the carly building that gave Fort
Pend County its name,
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The Brazos River makes a bend around the present city. The
tirst settlers built a stout log house here on the high west bank of
the bend. The bend is a most emphatic bend. The log house never
Wis "!.1"‘1- a fort, But the settlers called it one, and Ihr}‘ eventual-
ly began calling it Fort Bend. When they needed a name for their
county, they picked Fort Bend, The site where the fort stood is
juist north of the castbound |1:||.lgr on U, 8. 59, on the Richmand
ude of the river.
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An carly settler named Jess Thompson entablighed a ferry serv
iee across the Braros in abour 1828 a short distance north of the
ald fort. The site was selected because the bottam and the banks
are more rocky and less sndy here than most places on the

Peazos. Thompeon was killed wﬂ_ﬂu before hin ferry boat
=0t mvolved in the war between the Me wicans and the Texans,

Santa Anna’s army made a stop here in April of 1836 on the
way to San lacinto. Santa Anna was convinced by this time thae
the war was over. Sam Houstan seemed to be on the run, The
Anglo colanists were flecing for the Louisiana border. The sertlens
ot Fort Bend had left their homes and most of tleir belongings
and crosed to the east bank of the Brazos. They scattled the

it
« Mexican troops stayed here and looted and burned the settlement

ferry boat,
The Mesicans found the ferryboat and salvaged it. Most of the
\

while Santa Anna took a small force of crack troops on castward
to try 1o capute the rebels’ interim guwermnwnt at Harrishurg,
Mexican acoounts say the generals Santa Anna left in charge of
the force at Thompson's had a time trylng to decide whether they
should ity To rescut Bim after he was captured by Sam Houston
st San Jacinto, They probably had the force to do . But they
decided to ceturn 1o Mesico,

o The steamboat YELLOWSTONE passed by Thompeon's on its
Wiy brack lIIIIIH- Carrying Holston's army SCroes the river a1
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i) fr was bave thsir g TEZE foaw Thompaan ritallivhed @ ferry arvoes the
Hrazos River. 2) Thaee is Nitle Lo see now bt the site wan imporiant e
horae fhee Blafthe of S Jocbvto farmed oaf, Soavba Anng Ieft waach oo heds
army heme b God @il frurn wlvills b marchad of f loviklng for Sam Hous
J'|!l|"| A T _Iﬁll.qlld il arul 1fl'j.l-|l’|

Groce's place. The Mesican soldiers still camped hete tried to
lasse the steames’s smokestacks from the riverbank, They missed.

This ought to be a good place for some scrupulous digging. But
it is on private property, The only readily apparent objects are
the state marker and a 5-:-;% of old cisterns probably buile by

Dr. George Feris, He had a harse farm here fram the early 1840s
unfitsmenime T the 1890,
Richmond has been the county seat of Fort Bend County

from the beginning. The present courthouse was built in 1908,
An earlier courthouse about 1wo blocks north of the present one
was the scene of a wald fun battle in 1889, It was called the
lagbird Woodpecker War. The Woodpeckers were public officials
elected and supported by the blacks dunng Reconwtruction, The
Jaybirds were the old line politicians supported by the wealthy
residents and most of the white voters. The Jaybirds made a big
effort to regain control of the county offices in the election of
1888, They failed, und there were some random killings over the
next few months rlmulinl; in a shootout around the courthouse
August 16, 1889, It would be hard to say who won the battle,
but the Jaybirds won the war. The Texas Rangers and the Nation
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butied here in the ald Mortan Ceméetery an Second Strect, nocth
ol the buwmnes district. Ths cometery dates back 1o colonial
days, It s very well kepr, lane Long s buried here. She was called
l!u—. Bhisther ol Texa™ because she was LIIF"F"'I-'H'JL i have been
the first -'inﬂu wipnan bo coane B Tenas, She lived in R b vl
a long time, and for part ol that time she kept a boarding howe
pon dth Sireet. The place was frequented by the most promanent
|'n|||1p|“|-u wl the Hr'rl.il'lhu Sewveral of them 'IﬂirTl-ll-;qJ to her
There are somee st aiid & i kot st the aive,
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Carrie Nation had a hotel in Richmond before she started
destroying saloons, She was here in the carly 18805,

A couple of the older buildings in Richmond have recently
been converted into restaurants,

The Fort Bend County Museum on Houston Avenue atr 5th
Street has some interesting exhibits. It is open 9 am. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday through Saturday, and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Sundays. Sam
Houston's noted scout, Deaf Smith, died at the home of a friend
here in 1837, and it is believed he is buried on the museum
prounds. A recent addition to the museum is the old mansion
built by Congressman John M, Moore at 406 Fifth Street.

Prescendants of Austin colonist Henry Jones are establishing a
park around the old Jones family cemetery on Farm Road 762,
wuth of Richmond. Some historic old homes from around the
Richmond area are being moved to the site to be restored and

preserved,
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1 Howiton, seen from o vewby park, presents @ conitantly changing tky
b, w5 preal s bewn At geoeeth i recead yarn., Wi M siabbon s FifHh
kergeat city, it grow oul of 4 swampy, moupuiio-infested vilkige that began
wi bhe Texar Bevobbion ended fn (838 For a time i was e sew Hepub
bic"s capital 2} Thiv was the capliol buililing on Tevas Avense where T thiv
Rive Hoiel stavids todkey, Hosaton's early growth resulied in prari froms s
bocatin on Buffalo Bayou, whdeb s desed fo Dl Canll araipinme bl o)
the Mowurton 3 b Chavne! im (214, reingg the port aeces b o ki aliigs
i, rgile Mowrton one of e mafiloss’s LT T T I I

TS

HARRIS COUNTY

Harris County was another one of the ariginal counties estab
lished by the government of the Republic in 1836, The name ol
the county was Harrishurg uotil 1839 when it was shortened 1o
Harris, The arca had previowsly been the Municipality of Harris
burg, and the town of Harrisburg was the principal settloment.
Santa Anna burned Harelsburg

A couple of New York land speculators named John and
Augustus Allen founded the City of Houston 4 little larther up
Buffalo Bayou before Harrisburg could be rebuilt, Houston was
designated the county seat, and the Allen brothers persuaded the
government of the Republic to move the r_.lprl.ll of Texas Irom
Columbia to Houston by promising to build and donate a capitol
building. The Capitol stood on Texas Avenue where the Rice
Hotel is today until the government decided to move 1o Austin in
1839,

The location of the capitol here gave Houston some momen
twom, but the loss of the LJF‘1I1FJ had litele effect. The momentum
was going then, and it has been going ever since. It infects the
restdents,

You may see signs announcing that the speed limit i 55 m.p.h
or less, but do not dawdle on Houston freeways or the 610 Loop,
The commuters will run aver you.

Shallow drafi boats could come up Bullalo Bayou te Houston
from the start. They don't anymore — but the original landing s
now 4 city park. It is alongside the Main Street Viadoce.

Improvements 0 the Bultale Bayou channel began almost
immediately. The federal government was persuaded to join in
development of the Houston !li]-up Channel in 1914, and the chan

T
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nel has made Howston one of the principal seaports i the United
States, The wharves and warchouses ari arvanged mostly sround
the upper end of the channel that begins at the mouth of Galves
Lo Plas The wvisddrors' entrance to the Port ol Houston 18 all
Chintisn Diive, There b an observation deck. And there & 13 ]
Inx Pl boat called the SAM HOUSTON This iz a4 eamilortakbls
vacht with air conditioning, and visliors can arrange to nde i
Bur the arrangements have 1o be made well in sdvance with the
Houston Chamber of Commernc

ik

I e fowg dema cmerg ehowy Mowelon's gydine rmesg i Alafane
bevond the port"s twrming bapin, Homafon's rok i u:'rf..l'-llrl],"'l. e aniag el
beew vl At growing slatus & an agriculfuwral i ,r..;-..‘...r pLippring Ter
pevlennad e emegrend Plaid Bl paosd 4] dp crowuded WA the Praffic of widey
matterne 3 The Sam Hosston tabes wleffors on toura of the Wousion Sdiip
L hgmnel.

Kl



I Few 4--||-|~I|'J-|,-| I‘l'l'll g i thiat Mavinatirs phwliie gary mose JJH gl gbF PRl
.L-..h.;-"\. |"JIII 24 .I".I'.Jrl'. II|'|I'll YT f'lliJ-Jlllrl i|l|'l-|.1.i 1 ixdifer svnien. i s
ottt al ihie earfy wwnicipal plavwiers provided Fow wiile iiree i v Hhe
..n'.-rmf LIRS LITEY .Ir1|H'I|J'_ i e .'II' e ol i oo f irsiffee Baad o ckers
riw i |il""1'“]’ i b lomevifoden Mlaoiifom edxh s Vilianns T r.,l.l'|_l|
I‘lrl.rlflllq;'l FPy .|f-.- :Hl*lql I". |lll.|'|i~"l.l|.|rrall .,prl.‘ L flii el _f"1-‘| # I ahii
iwulll sy,

Houston b growing o last that some ol the carly landmarks
have been torn down to make way for new bulldings that have
since l"u,‘rrl torn down o rI'I..-I.Ll.' way lor newer onhes, The process
CHn ]"4.' II!'"\-I."'H.'LI JIHH'-H. Jni'“'lll.-l:n' in II‘H.' l;lﬂwl:l!ul,n.'u L | ,|_;||_||_f
around the rm:p system.

A tew old Iblllll‘lll'lp:'l in the area around the wte of the original
Lty Hall havwe been 'F‘ln.'l.rl'l.'-l.':l. Thisx t& the Arca q_'_.]"q_';l M.Ilkt'[
Square because the grounds around the City Hall were a produce
HLIII-J-‘* [14] |Ill’ t.lr:|‘_|- |.|-|'l.--. 'T|1|' sie s M a 'FUI:L_ .ql1|_| !1||.- lih
government operates in o bullding put up by the WPA on Baghy
Streed, in the 1930,

The original Houston Cortton Exchange Butlding is ane of the
old bulldings that has been il-rn.n.-n'r.i and restored, It i ar the
gormet of Travie and Franklin, This |:1“||4|i|1|l' wan butle i 1 BE4 .
and the Houwston Cotton Exchange apetated here untll it moved
to s new building in the 19204

The preseid Marils County Courthouse st Fannin .|||.1l;'r1u*g:¢-u
wak buile in 1884 The coumty government has outgrown the
ballding and has buih three counhouse anne ves on PIOpEIty s
rounding the old courthouss
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amagnikng I Mouwiton, i former
firme of odtman T, P Lev &5 now
the Umiversity of 5t Thomas
adlmbididrative  buflding. 2 Tha
Rice-il hwrey Bosar (o Saem Floiis
fitn vk omee way the home of
Kice Umieersity  fooonader William
Miesh Kice,

Greek Revfval and gosbhem I!'Iulrl-
F Y ¢ FRLL .n.-ilii'ra.'run- "IN .'er'”qul.]
Mace, in the Montroge digtrict,
has wome elegant exampies of
Victorian dostgn. 5} Sam Houston
Park. in the shadow o the
downtiown  buefness dinirick, mowr
it fadrps o collec Lo ".’ Houston's
restored, historic homes  dating
If:h:lm fl l'-nrﬂll.rF i el faov Mo
Vie foriam ora.
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Many fine old homes have been demolished to make way tor
commercial expansion in Houston. But a few have survived. The
University of St. Thomas on Montrose has its offices in the
former home of oilman T. P. Lee, and the school conducts some
of its classes in the home where Howard Hughes lived as a boy.
There has been some restoration of old homes in the Montrose
area around St. Thomas and also in the Houston Heights area
along Heights Boulevard north of Washington Avenue,

Several of the city's historic buildings have been moved to the
Sam Houwston Park just west of the City Hall. This site was a
plantation in the 18405, Nathaniel Kellum owned the place, and
he built a brick home he later sold to Abram Noble. The cty
bought the house and 20 acresof land in 1895, This was Hous-
ton's fiest city park. The Parks Department used the old planta
tion house as a warchouse and tool shed until the late 19504
when the Harris County Heritage Society persuaded the dty to
Itl: it Iakr t{'r.'pnhs!'h"ility e 'I':itl‘ll'il‘li the Ht"um-ﬂnh': Hoiise .,
The Society later moved other old buildings here and restored
them, and they are open for tours every day, There is a fee.
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One of the finest homes in the a.'upl:il-iw River Ouks section of
Houston s open to visitors. This s Bavou Bend. It wa huily and
occupied for many vears by the late Imu Hogg. She filled th
house with rare antiucs and turned the grounds into 4 park and
then I"'“"*"-”*"* the FTL“'- to the Houston Museum ol Fine Art
The house fronts on Lary Lane in Hiver Oaks, but the visitors

chifrance s all Memonial Dave ai Westcort Street. The Ravou
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private clubs and restaurants, Most visitors will not be able to eet
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ana, downtown; Cody's in the Montrose Mace Bailding, at
Monteose sod 'i-lw‘lllf“ﬂl'. and the Galleria Hlurl., in the Houston
(uks Hotel, at Westheimer and Post Oak.

There once were several churches in downtown Houston, Mot
of them haw followed the populstion to the suburbs, Among
those left in the inner city are the old Annunciation Cathalic
Church across Texas Avenuoe from the Union Statbon. Christ
Church Episcopal Cathedral at 1117 Texan, and Antioch Baprin
Church st M3 Robin, Antioch Baptist was founded by freed
daves more than s hundeed years sgo, It b swrounded now by
axpensive commercial buldings, and the members have bosn
oftered vory big prices for the land their church wands on. Thy
have rejected all the offers so far

l.-u.lrlum Towe ”".ﬂ'“ |iﬁ|||-|..r;-1r|“ “1r|.|_ h'F biia ‘I'l.”. thckat

Tiwar onthier hpptoris chupchel near Bhe dowafve's aned mone eereleelval iy
i iircriniming Bapiness conuptre otlo daie 4] Lt Chvarch Cathedval af D
by Tewas and Fawnin faberaecthon, and 5) Antiel Bapiiad Chwechi ad
i1 Robiv, Beoanie ey wwre b the paih of commercid dovelopmient,

e Tl b BN rl"'r F.. tt ..JJ |I|.-'.|.'ii Fivimiep i ’lhl- T- J'll.lﬁflff{.l ‘l_l‘l ‘I!'l [ £] ..!l'"l.."{ll ‘I'! I.F.

olfice hay moved several times, though. Better check the phnrn.‘
book,

Visitors to Houston usually want at least to drive by the Astro
dome. You can drive by free. Tours ol the dome cost $2.00 |'II'H!-
$1.00 for parking, Admission to the Astroworld Amusement Park
is £7.95 per person plus parking. The park is open every day from
10 a.m. to midnight in the summer, and on weekends in the
spring and fall. It s closed during the winter maonths

The Astrodome and Astroworld are an the 610 Loop South. If
you are driving there out Main Street from downtown, you will
pass the Rice University Campus on your tighl. If you are dlivin,g
from downtown out Fannin Street, you will pass Hermann Park
and Zoo and then the Texas Medical Center where Dr. DeBakey
and Dr. Cooley work, on your lefr.

The coastal '|:1-|.m1 where the srmies commuanded by Santa Anna
annd Sam Howsion binally l-lrth'_'I"Lt .ﬂ.Fl il 21. 1836, is now the San
Jacinto Stave Park. Buffalo Bayou has become the Houston Ship
Channel, The old bartleship TEXAS is parked at the edge of the
battleground., It s open 1o visitors every day. There s an admis
shivti Fee of $1.00 fov adules, 504 for children between six and 11,
.,H.L‘ J.Iul..]r;h. u11|,lrl il are |||.‘|!!I1i|t-|.'-|.| I.I-I:'-I:'.

Maces on the battleground where significant actions occurred
st marked, and there i 3 museum in the base of the monument.
The museum ls open every day during the summer and every day
pacept Sunday the rest of the year. The monument is nearly 600
loet (ill. There is an observation platform at the wop, and visitors
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The l'.l!tll'plllllllli has been 1.iIILi.rr1,; .jlll!r._-_ with most of the
other land around Galveston Bay. The owners of the old San
lacinto Inn have built a new establishment, l!”F'i.“-'“'”F- the old
one, on higher ground because water got so high around the old
one sometimes the customers had to enter and leave by boat,
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I) Aw wechiy of the past, the Lynchberg Fevry i bl ':J" rding st the Sam
fucheio Battlegrownd, Nathaedel Lywh opevated & feeey bore @ carly a
TRV aod el Daen Fie TP ol PR ald ,r||l|'||,-,F'.,, caar e mceniter. 1 -|E|||‘_'|,
Jerry i openated by the county and it's fre .

he Texas scour, Deal Smith, destroyed the wooden bridge
over Vince's Bayou belore the Battle of San Jacinto started. The
|'|-.11I.rm.| was Hooded, and the destruction of the i_ula_ll.;r cut ot any
chance that the Mexicans or Texans either could CRCApC qlllq.'p,l'l.
trom the h.lllr:;:t-ll.ﬂh.{ atca. The site ol Vince's 1‘11'II.‘|HI' % In |:|'|-|_'
present city of Pasadena on Richey Street right off State Highway
225,

A terry boar still operates between the battleground and the
sttlement of Lynchburg where Nathanicl Lynch was aperating
Lynch's Ferry in 1836, There were some complaints about the
lares I-'_l'lh"ll 't'l'ld-lb:l:lf in the old days, but Harris County Opetates
the Lynchburg Ferry today, and it is free.

Another place that bigured in the events leading up to the
Texax victory at San laciivto was the town of New Kentucky. It
wits at the Rpot where the "Ili Atascosito Road and the colonists’
road between Washington-on.the Brazos and H.nrnhmH eronsed
Houston had been moving his army castward. Santa Anna and
many Texans thought Houston was headed for the safety of the
Louisiana border. At New Kentucky, Howston took the road
south toward |{J1Ii'-]"urp and San Jacinto and made it plain that
he meant to fighe. It was an important decision and New Ken
tucky was an important settlement at that time. But it did not
survive, The site 1s now a Harrls ( ounty Park. It is on the Waller
Tomball Raad, about nine miles west of Tomball, Some of the
history of the settlement st New Kentucky is preserved in the
-"l-'l.l!.ﬁi.l[ll ne Charlton Memoral Museum in Foenbsall
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The Lyndon B. Johnson Manned Spaceflight Center i in
southern Harris County on a rosd specially designated NASA
Road 1. No manned spaceilights ever took off from here, but
most of them were managed and controlled from here. Some of
the early rockets and space capsules are on exhibit. The Space
Center is open to visitors 9 a.m. to 4 pum, every day. The spectac
ular trips to the moon are history now. But the NASA people are
busy with plans for flights in space ships that can rerurn to earth
and fly again, and they are sure to play the major role in develop-
ment of the space solar energy stations we are going to have to
have eventually.

Dther museums in the Houston area:
Contemporary Arts Museum

5216 Montrose

Open weekdays and Sunday afternoons. Free.

Museum of Fine Arts
1001 Bissonnet at Main
Open daily except Mondays, Free.

Museum of Natural Science and Planetarium
5800 Caroline

Open every day. Free.

Museum of Medical Science

5800 Caroline

Open every day. Free,

Baytown Historical Museum

2407 Market Street, Baytown

Open Mondays through Fridays, Free,

Pasadena Historical Museum
Highway 225 at Memorial Park, Pasadena
Open daily during summer months. Free.

Principal shopping centers:

Almeda Mall
1-45 South at Almeda-Genoa Road, Southeast Side

Galleria
5015 Westheimer at Post Oak, West Side

Greenspoint Mall
145 North at North Belt, near the airport

e

Gulfigate Mall

1-45 South at the 610 Loop, Southeast Side
Northwest Mall

610 Loop at Highway 290, West Side

Memorial City Mall

1-10 West at West Belt, West Side

Sharpstown Mall

L. S. 59 South at Bellaire Boulevard, Southwest Side
Westbury Square

West Bellfort at Chimney Rock, Southwest Side
Westwood Mall

L, S. 59 South at Bissonnet, Southwest Side

oY
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The Middle Coast

Wharton, Victoria, Jackson, Calhoun
and Matagorda counties

Some of the land on the middle coast of Texas was included in
Stephen F. Austin's colony. Plantations and farms flourished here
belore the Civil War. The carliest explorers passed this way.
LaSalle got stranded here with a couple of hundred French colo-
nists, but they never made it French, It is not even certain they
ever wanted to,

This s rice and cattle country, with substantial oll production
and a very large sul phur deposit,

WHARTON COUNTY

L. 5. Highway 59 runs right through the middle of Wharton
County, and it will take you around the city of Wharton o
through it. 1t is your choice.

Wharton County was formed in 1846 from parts of Matagorda
and Jackson counties. The city of Wharton has been the county
seat from the beginning. Twenty-five of Stephen F, Austin’s origi-
mal 300 colonists got their land grants in this vicinity,

The county and the county seat were named for two brothers.
John and William Wharton settled here in the 18304, They were
both lawyers and both among the early agitatoes for indepen.
dence from Mexico. John was a member of the Texas Congress
and Secretary of War for the Republic. William was & member of
the Texas Senate and the first Texas Minister to the United
slates.

The earliest settlers here were mostly planters, Many of them
brought slaves with them, and the population of the county in
the 1850n was about 500 whites and more than 1,200 slaves,
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I Wharton County began amil largely remaing an agreciltural county, It
fas, liguever, been rendered mor PRSP POV by Flpe j"_-,ﬂ”.; of ymfl regerves
ap well as ondphoe, S0 it i that oil deevicks are as familiae 1o some pastures
as 2} windmills are to others,

The present courthouse in Wharton was built in 1889, There is
a Greek restaurant called Pier 59 on the bank of the Colorado
Ilght .:.|urlp:5i[f{' the hli;nlp,c onald U. S. 59 in Wharton, with a nice
view ol the river.

El Campo is the largest cty in Wharton County. It is also on
U. S. Highway 59. There was no El Campo until 1881, The rail
road came through then and established a siding and shipping
point. It was called Prairie Switch in the beginning, but cattlemen
began camping at the site, and the name El Campo evolved. It is
Hpminh for camp. Swedes, Germans and Crechs were among the
carly settlers, and many of the present residents pn:i.-:nu:- and
carry on the customs of their ancestors’ homelands.

oo

3 Wharton's frrcaeni courifioum
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and its  downtown divtrict 4)
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The El Campo ( hamber of Commerce operates a g Lrame
Museuwm in the old El Campo ( linic building on East Jackson
Street downtown. On divplay are trophies collected by Dr. E. A

Weinheimer on various expeditions to Alrica snd Alasks. The

FERLLSE LI 18 .rltr'u EWETy .!_n. [ 1 |:'||'. "w.ﬂuhi.u J1L|i i i Iree
The Historical Museum at 2.3 Monsaretie in Il Campo s apen
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Fwe buildings that attract the
g i fembion olf peclicen .'nll'-"IJ['l.r
Egypt, Texas, are 4) the aged poat
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s gl 51 the reatored oki My arid
Lmn dird  emadersrm, IE P8 mGRER -
fafred by @ i solani of WL
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Newgull is the site of the biggest sulphur deposit in the world
The Texas Gulf Company is the operator here. The company
ships sulphur all over the world. In ecarlier days, most of the
|.I|Il1-i1_jr1'.". |'|11P!r1'l,'f|:'1 |-|.'-|.'».| n companty ||-rl.|+.r-. in :hq' COMmMpany
wown. Some still do, but many employees now commute 1o work
{rom homes they own the mselves,

Egvpt was not settled by Egyptians, and as far as we know
there are no Egyptians here yet. Egypt supposedly got its name as
4 reault of making a good gram crop and 1-|.§*]1|1_.'|r1|; food to sur
|-m.||._1|.1|,' gioas during an lr.-rl'nr .h-nl,.:l'n Hu- LW Wils rr-uh.l;'d 1M
the 1AM by W.].E. Heard., He later served as a i aptain at Lan
Jacinio, and one ol his descendants maintains a museum in the
Mesrd home at Egypt. where Farm Road 102 and Farm Road
il mweet, La @ OiTY "-.'-ll”lln,,r_rnll 1t = 'hr "-|l-"rJiHT. ”n.'h' 18 N

charge Toi gaamashon Lo the museum
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1) The Danich Hall at Danevang

om State Highway 71 has a marker _‘
with the vwamer of pioneer fami- .
liex who settled the area in the %
i9th Ceniwry, Thti iv of much

mfercil o thosw infereibed o "

penealogy, Many descendants of
the ploneers atitl live in the area.
2] This mowmament fo Shanghs
Pierce i located in Howley Comig
tery of] Highway 15 puiede
HI.--:r'uJLu Merce camie e Texas i
@ ship wlowaway from  Rhods
hh!h[qfn'rfu';'ru fke oviievt herdd o
catthe, fought fn the Civll War and
renwmied his carttle business here
kiter. He wever Hwed 1o soe his
Javaorite theory prrovin; Thar
imported  Brahman catile  from
Ililh:..] !u'.lllf-f H|rr-|-\r i Mwe Texat
climate, and have a mafor impaci
on the 185, Heestock ndustry,

R M"IlmI .:IHIE Mk

Danevang on State Highway 71 at the southern end of the
county was settled by Danes in 1904, There are Dunish feasts and
testivals periodically at the Danish Hall here, The name is Danish
for “flat place where Danes live.” The place is no Hatter than the
rest of the coast, and no less flat, either.

There is no museum preserving the legend of one of this area's
most colorful oldtime residents. But the legend of Shanghai
Pierce lives on, anyway.
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1 It was Shasghar Pieree's fond hope thai this hudlding, ervcied as a hotel,
il B the wielens tll' s e Texas city, Pleroe, It didn't work ot thiaat
way, Ihe aold building s still hore and ctill waed fry the Pierce Extate but it
i mirl & J'l'rﬂ IIr nr Ih-' ) Sl | I.fr.'h. ar F“'J.r_ -," fj;." FH‘”! H'H'Fh Ir ’l“IIJ}'
operates from thin headguarters,

Pierce's name was Abel Head Pierce, and there are several
staries about how he came to be called Shanghai. He came to
Texas in 1854 as a stowaway on a ship from Rhode Island. He
started working for a rancher at Lavaca and built up a herd of his
own belore he went away to fight with the Confederate Army in
the Civil War. He started over after the war. He operated on the
open range until he and his brother, Jonathon, founded their
Hancho Grande in Wharton County near where the town of
Plerce Is today. The town was established when the railroad came
theaugh. Shanghai Pierce planned to build another railroad to
intersect the one put through by the New York, Texas and Mexi
o line, He Laid out o townsite and put up a hotel, The building is
sill standing, but it was never needed. Shanghai suffered some
heavy business reverses. He died without ever building the inter-
I'l"l'l-ﬂ tallroad, and Plorce never became a city,
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| Vieey ‘1ILl.rl||,"fr.n Merce "t dealh
his Evtate. and lajer other { e %
ranic b s, impioorted  Todban  Hrah
mun cuftle to the U5, Whes
mated widh dowmeilic breeds, the
5} !H“!lll"l Cropeliry a;l ||_|If||1 .F“‘l!.rl".
mech “hybreid vigor™ that this tvpe
breeding program § now slandard
P e af sovime of the comunitry
Largest cattle operaliions, 2) Mexi
cam rancher Martin de Leow
ferunaled  tha il temnl on e
baaviks of tha I'.'u.j-ﬂl.frqlr River
which Later became Victoeds, M
dicd before the Texas B i o fea f o
"l'fl-l'-‘ darid ol af Fris .,.'|r..ur|“-.
went te the Texan sde in thy
ﬁffrhn:‘_f .:_F [EAS amid 1816,

In Shanghai's day, Texas cattle were plagued with o Fever
caused by a rtick, Pierce did a lot of traveling and studying and
concluded that Brahman cattle might be immune to the Texas
tick. He died before he could prove his case. but his estate
imported Brahmans from India. And Shanghai Pierce gets the
credit for whatr was 4 major advance in the Texas livestock indus
Iry. |

The Pierce Ranch is still tlpcl.htirlg. but it s off the road and
not open to the public. You can see the place where Pierce
planned to build his town though. His hotel stands right alongside
UL S. Highway 59 between Wharton and El Campao,

VICTORIA COUNTY

The present city and county of Victoria grew out of a Mexican
settlement established on the banks of the {hud;hrpr River in
1824 by Mexican rancher Martin de Leon.

De Leon died in 1833, but his colonists moatly sided with the
Texas revolutionaries in 1835 and 1836. Mexican General Jose
Urrea treated them as enemies when he came through with his
army in 1836, but after San Jacinto some Texas zealots and
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opportunists accused the Victorians of being Mexican sympathiz.
ers. Office holders with F-p,mh-h names were removed from otfice,

and some were put okl l:lu"lr property.,

Victoria County was one of the original counties established
by the Congress ol the ':h'pulsrl-.' in 1836 with the city of Victoria
s the county seat. The present courthouse was built in 1892,

Gr. Mary's Catholic Church was ¢stablished at 100 W, Church
Street l.|1H;I1'_|. after the st Mexican colonists arrived in 1824,
The present building was buile in 190].

The MecNamuara-O'Connor Historical and Fine Arts Museum in
the old McNamara-O'Connor Home at 502 North Liberty Sereet
houses furnishings, photographs and documents from the early
duys and an art collection. It is open every day except Monday
and Saturday, and there is no charge,
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An old grist mill is preserved in Town Park at 406 E, Commaer

cal. This mill was built in 1870 at sSprng L reek LRI mill stones
imported from Germany in 1860 The mill was moved to this site
1o be 'I"rr*~.|-r'u-:t in the 193k, The Texas Zoo in Riverside Park
h].'!-l'l.ild-!l.l'l"l. in animals native to Texaa

Victoria has a number of old homes still standing, Some ol the
addresses are 604 N, Cralg, /05 N, Crang, and 307 5. Beidge, bun
these are privailo homes and not open o the 1;1-111'!-

The French explorer | aSalle established a base in what ks now
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Victoria County back i 1685. Most of the evidence indicates o
was unintentional. The arca was o« -.'tt;ul.'-.l only by Indians at the
time, but it was all elaimed by Spain. LaSalle had explored the
Mississippi earlier, and he had a commission from the King of
France to establish a colony at the mouth of the Mississippi in the
territory e had named Louisiana.

LaSalle sailed for Louisiana with four ships and about 300
colonists, He lost one ship on the way over and then apparently
missed the mouath of the Mississippi and landed in Matagorda Bay
(One of his captains defected and sailed his ship back to France
LaSalle was left with two 1.1|':p-. One of those was wrecked trying
o enter ?'.Luu!.;unh. Bav. The other was wrecked in the bay a tew
months later, and the French colonists were left without a -.|'II|:r.
|1||."'..' ||.l.l."|.I the I!|'|.|ll.'ri.1|.1- lrom lhq.‘llt WTCL Li.'-.i !I-]I1'|Ih L build a cAmp
on the banks of Garcitas Creek. LaSalle called it Fort St. Louis
He made several trips from here with small parties trying to locate
the Missisgippi. He was eventually killed by one of his own men
on ane ol thise trips. ”.!I.rl % l't‘li:"ﬁ:’li Li® !|-l"-"|' |1.r'|."']."l-lH-'-|n about
where Navasots is now. A handful of his men made it back to
France by way ol Canada, but most ol the LaSalle colonists were
killed by disease and Indian attacks. A few survivors were rescued
by a Spanish expedition sent to find out what the Frenchmen
WeTe up to Thete i a state marker at the approximate site ol
Fort St. Louis at the intersection of U, 8. 59 and Farm Road 444

|-|"|l ""nl'lil'll‘h Il.i*.tr‘!lnt'l.{ L) |.‘1l..4|‘11l1-!1- A IMIEsMEN |fhi 4 [E sidio near
“'l||"||' I .p"p.lllr' & toit hn! hf‘:‘ﬂ, tao remloroe Il!li.'lli -:'IJI-II‘I i flh' ArTa

The Mission Muestra Senora del f'.E'Ilrlhr Santo de :’FIIPHF.I i
the Presidio Nuestra Senora de Loreto were later moved to a ipot
on the i.L::.i.ﬂllpr Hiver. This |-]ux' is arill called Mission ||I.J“:l"_n.'
SoIm@ ruine and l||| remaing ol an T atuan -|J.Ili wiere --’I“ 1.r|||'l'|r'
i ihie area in the 19408, They have all .1|.4.'F1|rr'.|rrd now, Mission
Visllevy s locared where Farm RHoad 23 meets Farm Road 23/
iln‘ TR TRLE] pllll $l11'|ll1llt wiaie on what ks now the Box-IN Ranch
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first to imtroduce livestock to Texus. Their mission and the
presidio were later moved west to Galiad,

The Ewergreen Cemetery at Victoria shelters the remaing of
many early residents orviginally buried somewhere else. Union
troops destroyed a number of headstones and monuments in the
City Cemetery and St. Mary’s Chutchyard during the Reconstruc.
ton Era after the Civil War, and some remains were moved from
those cemeteries to E cen.

The last victim of a famous Texas feud is buried at Evergreen,
William Sutton helped capture an alleged cattle thief named
Chartles Taylor in 1866, Taylor supposedly tried to escape and
Sutton shot him. Taylot's relatives swore to get rovenge, Buck
Taylor challenged Surton, and Sutton shot him 1o desth, 100,
Other people joined in. There were several gun battles, The U, §,
Military Governor of Texas finally declared open season on the
Taylots. Bur they peesisted. Sutton was boarding « ship ot Indian

ke D

A1 Thee grave of Victovia founder Maetion de Leon, in Evergeeen Comgtory, i
sirvownsded by those of his chilideen, Empresario de Leow saw the poasibili-
ties for plock relvbng on his fivet vl to Texar on 1805, Later got a povern
ek favad grawt that breounght his and 41 other families to the gite of
kol pe Fh-wn'u. Not all his coloniuy were Mesican, Some were from
Fewlumad, [omadidepug aod the Ulsidted 5 bakei,

ola to leave Texas for good when two Taylors stepped up and

shot him to death. That ended the feud.

JACKSON COUNTY

Jackson Coumty is  another original Tesas county, estab-
lished by the Texas Congress in 1836, The area had previously
been a Mexican municipality with the same name. It was named
lor U, S, President Andrew Jackson,

Members of Stephen F. Austin's colony settled here early, and
they were among the early advocates of independence from Mexi
co. But the early settlers had leas to do with the way the county
developed than the railroads did.

A town named Santa Anna near the junction of the Navidad
and Lavaca Rivers was the principal settlement in the area in the
beginning, The settlers changed IE: name of the town to Texana
when they changed their opinion of Santa Anna and Texana was
&'lll,mlnl the county seat alter the revolution. Texana was a
Hourishing river port with several steamboats a week, There ks
nothing left now but a marker on FM Loop 1822 about ten miles
south of Edna, It will be relocated when the Palmerto Bend
Reservois bs completed. The first mailroad to enter the county

d Texanas by, The railroad 100k over the business the steam-

i hiad been handling, The people moved to the rallroad and

bulli the 1own they eventually named Edna, It became the
pounty sest for Jackson County in 1883,
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The present courthouse was built in 1953,

There was not much to Edna in the beginning except a
commissary catering to the men building the railroad. The rail
road workers were mostly ltalians, For a while the place was
known as Macaroni Station,

The Texana Museum and Library at 403 North Wells in Edna
is open Wednesday, Thursday and Friday afternoans and Satur-
day mornings, The railroad made Edna a city. Ganado is another
town created by a railroad. It was a small station on the Galves
ton, Harrisburg and Austin line when the railroad put on an
advertising campaign and ran some excursion trains for prospec-
tive land buvers. That was in 1891, and it worked. A number of
Scandanavians bought land and established farms. They were hard
workers and good citizens, and the railroad profited. Ganado has
been profiting ever since.

Francitas is a town where the land promoters failed. It was a
small town on the St. Louis, Brownsville and Mexico Railroad
when some promoters decided in 1909 to turn it into a metrap-
olis. The promoters put out ads claiming Francitas was a garden
spot, They built a hotel, and they held a public sale of town lots,
There were some buyer. But every town on every railroad could
not be a boom town, Francitas was not.

The Palmetto Bend Reservoir in Jackson County should be
completed by the fall of 1979, The reservoir will cover 11,500
acres. The Parks Department will develop a major park on the
lake five miles east of Edna on State Highway 111. The park will
be named Brackenridge State Park because it will be near the site
of the original home of George Brackenridge. He was the same
George Brackenridge who gave Beackenridge Park to the city of
San Antonio. He and his sister, Mary, are buried in a secluded
cemetery here near where the Brackenridge State Park will be.

The army of the Republic of Texas was largely idle after the
Battle of San Jacnto. Part of the army was stationed at Camp
Independence, about four miles southwest of where Edna is
today, The army was briefly commanded by General Felix

s
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Huston., He wanted to continue the war aainst Meéxco, Preadent
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command of the army to General Albert Sidney Johnston.
Huston took ollense at that, and he u‘|h.hH:'|:pn| _Inhn'-.l-nl Ly o
duel, |'1':|r'g,.' shot it out near | amp linde Fl-u.'nqh-n-. &= Huston wound
ed Johnston and Johnston never took over the command. Both
men evidently were forgiven. Both of them later led troops of the
Republic in campaigns against the Indians. Johnston went on to
become a F'l.'rll.‘l.tl ol the Conlederate r"|,|r111_. He was killed while

".wl'll:ill.!..: the Battle of Shiloh.

CALHOUN COUNTY

.].hl' J.'.II'L'I. '.r."!fll.'l-\.- il lllh state IH..JLII.' MY s ,4.|.| ||J_|.'.h1!| .ﬂhl
l"'-l‘d :,,:H-I."'\"rl"'- 1N « h-l'lﬂﬂg |‘”| Jth”"‘- I.lll (AR .-ili-.l }“":‘. I]Il'ri' wWeEre
J|.1l-'|.JI! 4% IMany Tll!‘u:.ll.l.'i in l.jlhllull | JH:I!“'!. A AT '..l..'|'|1"lr_ I .1”:-|||jl|
L ! '-“llll1:| hl-'- lhl'ﬁ-‘\ Al I!I.l'l.'l" 1I|:|.I|:“'|. Il |1|.' L-u:mr-!. II?|||I|I||:-|'“'. .i‘i‘.ll.i.utlll‘l_l
Island. It has miles of low |'“5,}:h:|=.4_'1i coast, A lot ol lives and
property were lost betore people learned about the damape Gull
hl]!T[l_.ll'lr' bk ICHI I.Ill

Calhoun County was established in 1846, Ir includes areas that
ongnally were included in Victoria, Jackson and Matagorda
COuUnoes

Lavaca was originally designated the county seat. The county
ROV RMEnt Wil mov d o Indianola in the 1RB50s and ethen maswed

bhack 1o Lavaca aliter Indlinoli wias abandoned s 1BRG. Laviacs s

L

N Indiomola was a prin |; al Texas port from 1844 to the 18705 and, as an
|.rrr ketch suggests, it faced directly on the waler, |'I||||:1rl.'-|-.|!|r|||r.nI
ing ax hwrricanes in (875 and 1886 crippled, then demalivhed it. All that
somains today s the historical marker 1) which iells of Indianola’s past
..*I.-'fn artdd wvigbnely oo,

now known as Port Lavaca. The present courthouse was built in
1959,

The ald County Jail ar 301 South Ann Street houses the coun
ty's historical museum. Much of the history of Calhoun County
concerns the nse and tall of Indianola.

A state marker is about all there is to show where one of the
Proaperous poris ol the Texas coast once stood. Prince Carl of
Solna-Wraunlels landed here with about 100 German |:|||r1|i.gr.|n!
families in 1844, The Prince bullt a2 house, and his settlers t.-rniwni
here during the months it took him 1o negotiate the deal for the
sottlement that was to become New Braunfels. The Germans
moved on then, but the place where they'd camped became a

L l'lh! ] |u-r1
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11 A tows named Saluria once exivied here ai Paas Cavalle, leading 1o
-“d‘lul'fn‘h.l-l‘ Ray. Caowifederale i]r-:'tt'rr Iscily Fori f.lpn'r.lﬂ:_l hie re ._furi;ul thes
vl War, Hhrn l-i:l'll'll-'.'ln'rliI da tlp fort aeicd Perai wobren [ aniorn fromepi ernra e af
in 1863, Only the foundations of the old Coar Guard station that subae
guirm iy o il d the uile femain nu_l._q_q._

Wharves were built a hall mile out inte Mata g‘-ﬂ*lﬂ Bay. Indian:
ola could accommodate I.llh"l."l' l.h'lF!. than Lavaca, and the loca-
tion was handier, The shipping business moved to Indianola, The
pupuhlitm did, too, and the county government lollowed.

When the U. S. Army conducted its great experiment in 1856
to hind out whether camels would be berter mounts than horses
for soldiers operating in the southwestern desert, the Army’s
imported camels landed at Indanala,

A hurricane damﬂg:':l the port in 1875, Another storm hit in
1886, That second one started s fire that destroved much of what
the storm itsell did not ill"ﬂlfl}'. That was the end of Indianola,
What was lelt was abandoned. Most of the ruins have been
washed away or covered up by sand.

A town called Saluria was established about 1847 at the north
end of Matagorda lIsland at Pass Cavallo. This is the entrance to
Matagorda Bay. Saluria was a resort and a port and trading center,

Confederate forces built Fort Esperanza during the Civil War
to protect Saluria and the pass, but there never was a bartle
f'nu#lt here. The Conlederate troops destroyed the town of
Saluria and the fort and withdrew to the mainland when a Union
invasion force showed upin 1863,

The Union troops occupied Indianols and Lavaca for about six
months. Neither Saluria nor Fort Esperanza was ever rebuilt, You
can still make out foundations of the old Coast Guard station.

(R L)

21 Mot M o dr oo ety thai has wsrwtiwid all b I';"f_'l Towrrdy e b [
novwt, although Hurricane Carla did much damage in 1961, This house J) is
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iti foundationr durfng Carls It the owmers found their howuse and put i
ek, It dn an warly pre-foby howse which was ordered, disasrembled, from
Seawn W owbpr e,

Port ('Connor was established in 1910 at the southeastern tp
ol the mainland section of Calhoun County, It was laid out and
designed to be a summer beach resort and named for the rancher
the developers bought the land from. The developers put in a
railroad and ran excursions and offered special deals and lots of
promises,

Port (¥Connor gets some protection from Matagorda Iiland,
but not much. It has been damaged several times by storms
including the vicious Carla in 1961, One house that has stood
hete through all the storms is the one occupied by Agnes Munsch
Valigurs. Her house is an early pre-fab model, Her father bought
it trom Sears Rocbuck and assembled it himself.
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Port (¥Connor is not the resort the promoters promised it
would be, But it is 4 base for part of the Gulf shrimp fleet and 4
very populst base for offshore Hishing expeditions.

Calhoun County has spots to tempt fishermen of all degress,
including the Port Lavaca Park. The State Highway Department
built a new bridge a few years ago to carry State Highway 35
across Lavaca Bay from Point Camfort 1o Port Lavacs. The State
Parks and Wildlife Department took over the old bridge and
turned it into a tishing pier. Children under 13 fish free here.
Young people between 13 and 17 pay 50¢ and adults pay §1.00 4
day for a spot on the bridge. There is & boat ramp and provision
for camping nearby.

Texas revident sports fishing license fees for salt and fresh
water are $4.50 per year (August 31 through Auvgust 51). Rew
dents under 17 and over 65 are exempt, and they can fish free in
Texas waters, The sports Fuhi'hg license for nonresidents (salt and
freshwater) is $10.50, and there are no exemptions. Nonresidents
can get a temporary sports fishing license, good for five days in
freshwater, for $4.50. There are no exemptions. There i also a
three day saltwater sport fishing license available 1o nonresidents
for $1.25. Licenses may be abtained at almast any sporting goods
store or bait camp in the state.

2 When the Texas State Hiphway Departmient bwilt a new beidga o carry
I'rqlﬂﬁ'r grritis Lavaca Mav on State Highway 1E, it tarvigd over the old

heidge ro dthe atate’s Paviki aed Wikdlife Departwent, and that's why
Cilonin Coanily s b pavbiapi the longent “fatsing pier® i Texai. Ft b
cilloed Povi Lanica Park,

The Air Force operated a base on Matagorda Idand during
World War 11, and then used the place as 2 bombing range foe
several years after that, Some members of Congress claimed that
the Air Force really had turted the island base into a plush hunt
ing and fishing retreat for military officials and their guesta. The
base has been declared surplus by owr Defense Department now,
The state may get part of it for a park,

MATAGORDA COUNTY

This ks another original county, established by the Tewas
Congress in 1836, 1t had been 4 Me xican municipality, and it was
purt of the original Stephen F. Austin colony, There was a cotton
gin working bere as carly as 1825,

The town of Matagorda was the original county sat. The
county government moved inland to Bay City after & storm
damaged Matagorda in 1894,

Matagorda was cstablished at the mourh of the Colorado River
in 1829 as a port for the Austin colony, The Christ Episcopal
Church here is sald o be the oldest Episcopal church in Texas.
The church was founded in 1838, (Nobody could profess 1o be an
Episcopalian in Texas before April 21, 1836. The Spanish and



) There was an Episcopal Chureh hiere as early az 1838 when the oldmit o
that denomingtion’s Texay churches way fosumdpd af Matagorda, This build-
big has been ovcupled by Christ Episcopal Church stnce 1856, 2) The saliy
wibady thal whip weross Matagorda _Fi.lm the Gull can e kly weathes wood
anid timbere, This old howee, after decades of exposure, 1 @ candidaie for
cither restoration oy obdivion,
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1 For hall @ century, thiv oilifing war th Matagorda Pogt Office, and ir
alee served ar a ttore. Now iF hax been mowed (0 the ety s park and tumed
tto a bistorical wmusewm, In the carly days of the Texar Republic mail
rosifed wiete pold fo compruciorr om a b b, .il.'il.l!.lrng biddir would plies
sabrcomiract with other individwals for ac inal mail .h'h'l.'rr_u.'. THhiove oy sy
the Tevas Hq;:liflrh i FROmE Y ['-'rl' madl service could take it owl i Loiwd
JF S0 el an 3w,

Mexican colonization laws required all settlers to be Catholics.)
Christ Episcopal has been in this building since 1856,

The M.I'.'.IHI'I!:].I Post Othice -;lpv.'.r.uh:d tor 50 vears in an old
stare building owned by John Clauder, The store building has
I.“..'{"n J'T""!'L'l] L l'"(' L Dwm Plrk‘_ Jﬂd Ir I8 NOW a4 MUusEum.

The streets here are wide and quict. You can tell this is a town
that has been more than it is.

You can get some idea of what lite was like in the old frame
resort hotels that lined the Texas beaches in the 80% and 90s by
visiting the Luther Hotel in Palacios. The Luther opened for
business in 1903 as the Palacios Hotel. The name was changed in
the Thirties. There are many tancier hotels on the coast, but the
Luther has a !-.':1..'4! c’utF{n of winter visitors frt‘rrn nurth:m states
and Canada. It is open the year around and busy in the summer,
too, It would be advisable to have a reservation. The Luther has
no dining room.

Palacios is also the home of the Texas Baptist Encumpment.
Palacios isx an State Highway 35. The entrance to the Baptist
Encampment is on First Street. The Luther Hotel is on South Bay
Boulevard,
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The town of Blessing north of Palucios supposedly got it
name because an early rancher was so thankful to see the railroad
reach his place. The rancher was Shanghal Pierce's brother, Jona-
thon, They say he wanted to name his town “Thank God" but
:l-n'li.lr-i it |.'|-||.'ul!|;.', after he Bot. Over the initial e xcitement.

The present Matagor da County Courthouse in Bay City was
built in 1965, so it is one of the newest and most modern in the
state. The courthouse sits over a gas well, and most of Bay City
sits on top ol a gas held,

The Matagorda County Historical Museum is about a block
from the courthouse at 1824 Sixth Street, It is free and open
EVErTy altern o ERCEPL Monday and :'i-IlltfdJ'p-

Fishermen have easy access to Matagords County's bays and
beaches, There are several boat ramps Jlnh; Farm Road 203]
between Matagorda and the mouth of the Colorado.

The Intracoastal Waterway cuts along the edge of the Mata
govda County coast, The waterway is a protected channel for tug
and barge tratlic, and it extends all the way from Brownswille 1o
Plorida, I you like to watch tugs and barges go by, you can do it
at the bridge on Farm Road 2031 at Matagords or at the bridge a1
the end of Farm Rosd 457 st Sargent’s Beach.
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1) Today's moderm Matagorda County Cosrthowse, built in 1965, i1 in
Bay Cirty. Crigimally the county seal was in Matagorda, facing the Gulf, It
wizi moved fo Bay City when g itorm swept acroa Matagorda w1894, This
i1 another of the -."rl:,:lr'rl.ull P exan couniies, I:hll.ill;: beerm a Mexlcan munici
patity before, 2) The Matagorda County Hirtorical Museum is a short walk
from the court howuse. Thin part of the city sty atop a vizeable matural pas
foeld, giving revidents tome auurance of dnergy supplics for the immediate
fiature,
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A The Corpus Christi Area

Nueces, Aransas, Refugio, Goliad, Bee, Live Oak,
San Patricio, Jim Wells and Kleberg counties

This part of the Texas Coast has some of the finest fishing and
some of the best recreation spots in the state, The products here
are oll and gas, cattle, corton and grain. This part of Texas trains
more jet pilots for the Navy than any other area in the country,

NUECES COUNTY

Nueces County was ereated in 1846 from part of San Patricio
County, Corpus Christi has been the county seat from the begin.
ning. The peesent courthouses were built in 1914 and 1977,

The name Corpus Christi was originally applied to the bay at
the mouth of the Nueces River by the Spanish in 1766, They
knew about the arca long before that, but they only made a
hali hearted effort to settle it. It might almost be said that the
LS. Army started the city of Corpus Christi,

The Republic of Texas and Mexico continued to dispute over
the ownership of the land between the Nueces River and the Rio
Grande after Texas Independence was establisthed, Texas claimed
to the Rio Grande, Mexico claimed that the boundary was the
Nueces, There was nothing where Corpus Christi is today except a
tading post operated by a freewheeling adventurer named H. L.
Kinney., Me had his headquarters on a site that is now 401 North
Moudway.

Tenus joined the United States in 1845, and the United Srares
immedistely adopted the Texas cdaim to the territory berween
S the Nurces and the Rio Grande. General Zachary Tayloe landed

\\ o Uprpas Chielsth with an Army that would a linde larer ger
1 \ involved in shirmishes and & war with the Mesicans. Taylot's men
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Nueces County was created tn 1846 from part of San Patricio | cunty, The
narie was faken from the Nweces River which flows along the northem
bovder, Nueces iv the Spanish word for muts, Chief induitries here are
petroleum, agriculture and livestock. 1) More than 470 million barrels of
il hawe been j'ulﬂ;h’:f from the couniy amd from affshore operation like
Mhis eine gince 1930, 2) Agriculture produces un dverage @inual ingome of
23 wmilllow for Nuecer County, X0 ‘n.f it froem iy ke of gramm g.-.p#-h“ Fr.
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comnfy i Meeifock industry inchades beef, datry cattle, Hogs and
poultry, This pasture typifics the area’s coastal topography. 4) Disagree
TEETRE oWy Fl!r-' Jll"'llI" I.Ilfr wici frrrelie Fol | af ¥ [ T s I Riefis J_'I.\,lrr|-'| r||f:.|~!
after Texar had extablivhed ity ind pu'n.h TN Fexang fell their border
Fxfirm III'-F [ir .'rl'i' M f;r..llllll KIWTF N I'||||. Ve s ae rtd Pl |] if _].rlrr'n .f.;r T
Wiecer, [The Ulnfi J Stales o lvred e dr et el wrliei e s wagd agolminied
tor atatehood fn 845 and went General Zachary Tavior and froops into th
dtsputed territory, Taylor establivhed this tenr city near the present tite of
Laorgrng Choribn 11 vanished when the froogrs moved on fo Mexico.

initially built only a tent city here. But Corpus Christi became a
shipping point for the military operation, and it soon became a
town and then a city and then a major deepwater port. It has
been an important military base from the very beginning,

The U, 5. Navy has one half of all the air training bases it owns
situated in the Corpus Christi area. The big U. S. Naval Air
Station on the south side of Corpus Christi Bay is a primary
training base. Advanced Nawvy jet training bases are operating at
Kingsville and Beeville, Also, the Army has several support opera
tions based at the Corpus Christi Naval Air Station,
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Brtton '|'l-|,‘|.u1'lr d ﬂ:lrl'.h.l:'ll .|.I!|.i hr -.-I.‘I"ufl.i Ewih LOrrmm in "hl.'
Srate Senate, His big home was used as a hospital during the Civil
War. It has been restored by the Lorpus Christi Area Hentage
Society. It s usually apen on Sunday and Wednesday afternoons
and by special appointment. There s a small fee. The Britton
h-~:1|.r i.. L_.]]tuml 'I-q'lﬂ.:'rlnt.ql House, .J.rh! I!]lr J.I_'I.I.ir-fl.'l T N | H-.H!l‘l
Broadway.

The Corpus Chrsti Museum at 1919 North Water Street b
open every afternoon except Mondays. There is no admission
charge. The displays here cover history and natural history, some
Jr.'!||':|f.1-,:'.. and a "'F shell collection,

H'u' At Miseuim ol H-1'|1I!]1 Tesas ar 1902 ."-.'--:rh Hl‘h:rrhlir i#
T EVIETY -|..|'.. [ l-.rl:rl Adiimiday %, and there bs no admission -.h..r-,;:
I!l'-ln. i

Corpus Christi has a tull range of accommodations from
imcilewt o R DT Charter lishing boats operate fram several
places in the aresa including the :|.-u1-|r- prera on Shoreline Drive
within walking distance ol several hotels and motels. Rates for
fishimg e xcurdons in ihe bay roib arenind 55040 Pt perscn ||| i
8 O boE e ||.|J |.|,.t bsaa bi

The Navers Uoaify courfhomse in i g Cherdatd wmas badlr fa J 914 The
CuliiR Y "r-||rl|-|'lr.f d it it cdariiowEs dvdd ol thdi crma ia {iiF salbe b 1977
&) The Crentemondal Hoswe, bullt by Fodbes Hirftton an -'.Jl.r_. iru # fher o
Lachary Taylor's army and Later 4 rtate senatos, i the oldesy building atill
etancling in Corpus Chrintl, It has been eeatored and & open fo the pu bl

The oldest building still standing in Corpus Christi s one buili
by one of Zachary Taylor's men on a lot ke bought from H. |
Kinney, Forbes Britton retired from the Army 1o settle in Texus
He may have been the fimt U, S, serviceman to do that, He
certalnly was one ol the Hreat, U, S, servicemen have been .tlJIIIF i
Ever since.
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1 Nueerd Coundy Park borders 51 the Palre Taland Nanl wig] Seaihore on

.'.l;l .._hu_rrn_ {_cpimppmduvil oo ly mgdindfaing 4 -'|!I|r.|..l‘|I r-.]lL ¥ 1r'|1 -.-ur-'n el

of the filand, But there f8 pome ind on both cider of O .'-|'.Jr.'-ll.'i'l.i=|'l'
privdle oFr corporai ow relidp. The Nueces County Park Jeaiures dh iers
fecrmt Phe o amd e Haod H.n'.'l' ui:lu,; Mer.

Nueces County Iincludes most ol Muﬂdnp lsland but n|||1.' paart
of the city of Port Aransas at the northern tip of the island. Part
of Port Aransas s in Aransas County, and part af it is in San
Patricio County. This is a major base far sport and commercial
fashing,

The ollshore charter Ti'l.]""F boats based here go out 40 o 60
miles, Such a :rip will cost about $60 a peErEOn if there is a party
of two, or less it there are more in the party.

You can get to Port Aransas by the causeway trom Corpus
Christi or by the ferry trom Aransas Pass.

The old 'I'.ernn Inn at Piort Aransas 15 one of the landmarks on
the Texas coast. It has been a |‘|.4.|1|.1n1.1[ tor tarpon fishermen since
886, The Inn has been rebuilt a couple of times, and most of the
present building dates from 1924, They have a custom ol collect
ing and exhibiting scales from tarpon the guests have caught. One

1A3
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1) Mustang Difand Staie Park wai
-rrlf_v Tl J'HJ'I} ..jl_._"]l‘l'q i bw this
ihake S fewd frpeoaat et Mo
bevn  rwade B ..If..!h' .||r||' O e g
will find miled of wnorpieded
biadchids wilicre Bhey ool pack for
frow @i lowg av  they like, 2
"'.'.-Hrfu?- reinatie  dodkay  of  the
-.'H"fl”.l micg |l|] v i it firr
Vrammar Coumry il Aransas Uity
WAL T @ PRy SO i, I'ei
TASS it way meorporated with o
cuitombpinie for phe IE.-;!HJ'IF" uf
feawas, The town of Lamar s
fourded fa TETY fuip acrois tie
chammel at Lookowt  Poind anid
immeidiately began a rivalry with
Vramieae Gty for 808 custormfiouse,
Town offichaly of Lamar com
Pl H!'T""J'“a' Preaiclrme Mira
bwedun M. Lamar 10 mow the sus
fombiouie fo their side of the
chavniel @i they had 20 howses
i et carttafrieictiom anil i "Jt..ll]
livia Fillye A raridaan | i.‘_'.- 5 S jul:p"j,l
thon, Over bitter protests of offi-
swahe of Avangan Ciry, the curlom.
honie wdr moved, The counly
eat e moeed  to Refugio dn
I B40 anid Avanias City had all but
fisappeared by 1847,

of the scales decorating the wall here came from a tarpan caught
by President Franklin Roosevelt in the 1930,

Mustang Island State Park is 14 miles south of Port Aransas,
The State acquired this park only recently. There have been no
improvements made yet, The park covers 2,500 acres. You can
camp free on the beach,

Nueces County maintains a park on north Padre lsland on the
route to the Padre Island National Seashore.,

The Bob Hall Fishing Pier is ane of the features of the county
park,

There is increasing commercial and resort development on this
end of Padre Island and also at the southern end. But the Padre
Island National Seashore stretches for 67% miles, This much of
the island will remain in something like its natural state farever,

I 34

1) Rockport, the county seat of Avansas County, is the base for part of the
Gulf shrimp fleet. Rockport ws oviginally the seat of R:{. o Comwnty
"

bofore Aransas was aplit off in 1871, The name Aransas was

d from a
Spanish palace called Rio Nuestra Senora de Aranzazu,

There is no charge for admission. You can camp free on the
beach. Camping in designated camping areas costs $2.00 per
night.

Padre Island took its name from Father Nicolas Balli. Padre
Balli got the island as a grant from the King of Spain in 1800 and
it passed on to his nephew. The last Balli left in 1844, and the
next resident was John Singer. He was shipwrecked here in 1847,
He built a home on the ruins of the Balli place and did some
ranching, He left during the Civil War because he was a Union
sympathizer. One of the persistent rumors about Padre Island is
that John Singer inherited part of the sewing machine fortune
from his brother and buried it in the sands of Padre Island when
he left. This is just a rumor, but old Spanish coins have been
found on the island, and it is well established that a Spanish
treasure fleet was wrecked off the lower coast of this island in the
16th Century, Some of the lost treasure was discovered by free.
lance treasure hunters a few years ago. It was impounded by the
state. The Texas Anriguities Commirtee has catalogued the arti-
facts and prepared a travelling exhibit. The committee is also
supervising efforts to recover more artifacts from the floor of the

Gulf,

ARANSAS COUNTY

Aransas County was formed in 1871 from part of Refugio
County. Rockport has been the county seat since Aransas County
was established. Rockporr also was the county seat of Refugio
County for a brief period before Aransas County was split off.
The present courthouse in Rockport was built in 1957,

The original seat of government for the whole area has disap-
peared completely. That was Aransas City, and it was near where
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1) The Marion Packing Company Plane, shoun here as it looked i 1875,
uids Midll to servidee the caltle mdaciey of brgrn g (Caraadn s "..:H‘rl-., Tonadiead
frrir § g from |'|l-il_-.f wilprvei. he v Ry .hhlr'-_p. gt |'.-r|_,: ago it pave
g s batawirial boost fo the young iy af K kFl-ni: unrile A1 operated, 2) T
Fulton Mangion, built by cattle baron George Fulton in 1872, war fas
ghcud of fts pHme gnd s .r.;u:';.-;'lrnl with Kot and cold remniive ® AT,
coenitral heat and a sewsapr ayvitern, Pl by e current oumer i|.|'u 5 fale
Parks and Wililife Depr., call for it to be restored and opened v the

rlu.l'lh..

(T

1l Thii Geeal Blie Heron s one of nearly 500 different e
re T { P ey L wif e NArawnias Moy ared I"'.- oivrmmie Hages Fhe Ta i
e Lakv, ™ Mre, Hagigr wige a0 vigficonally famous Iirdwaicher i the Bock
pusrt afrd aitid e sedlerlronl gring oy -..|:|.|I K '-"-',r‘-"' Mai hevire ali £y vt e af o
Uil daii TPy apingd Fianivra of v Nev J:.ln.-i_

o Bvivedi

Rockport is today. Mexico gave James Powers and James Hewet-
win the rlgirl: to settle Irish and Mexican Catholic ilnrﬂjgrgnh o
Copano Bay in 1828, They established Aransas City, and it grew
to a population of more than 500. It was the principal port on
the western Texas coast belore Lorpus Christi was established.
The rise ol Corpus Christi and the designation of Retugio as the
county seat when the area became Refugio County reduced Aran
sas City to a ghost town.

It--.-l-;p-nrr today 5 a base for part of the Gull LF:rimp fleet and
¥ m.l.llll Center II'I'I I.'I'II'['llT'lf'l'I_'l.'II _|ﬂl.i 'i.FIlI-IlT tll'll'li‘l'ml"'“_ I[ '\r,lr!["l'{ A8 2
shipping point for cattle by-products. There was a period after
the Civil War when the demand ftor meat was less than the
demand for hides and tallow and bones. Packing plants were
established at several points on the Texas coast to process the
cattle, The Marion l*.uLlllg Lompany built a |.1r[,:|: I,':I.m[ with
wharves 1o accommodate the ships that carried the products o
market. That era did not last long. The Marion I'.u'ltiﬂj.'; Company
disappeared a long time ago, but it helped give a start to the town
ol Hndn.pul'r_

One of the big cattlemen ol that period built a mansion out
dde Row Lpun that was tar ahead of its time. Lreorge | wlton built
this place in 1872, He put in a water system with hot and cold
running water. He installed central heat and a sewage disposal
system at a time when chamber pots and outdoor privies were the
rule.

The Fulton Mansion at Fulton was the headquarters building
for & wrailer park until the State Parks and Wildlife Department
Inlll'.'hi it recently. The e part ment ph.m. to restore the old
mansion and open it to the public, Fulton is a couple of miles off
State Highway 35, right on Aransas Bay



1! The Copano Hay Cusseway Stale Park biclide dx acre I recreutioral
ki |‘IIJ!I | ."'||J rJII- .‘r'Fun._.,_' ':‘-.'I-.'r'-r I|-.i.||_ Mo Bphit i Fan Pl r.u|||‘|. i P Maas

an extrneon of Aranias Bay and was originally named Santo Domingo Ray

by {l1 dficoverer. After the EMOFT AN o pfabilichied B | 7EY and mased fiar i
Copane  felfam, By by s mame war ononged, 1) The Goos [olamd % g
Park il i Copane Hay covers JOT acres deoded to the elate by privatl;
cwnerd in [¥31.05 One of the park’s live oak tree fown here d1 b

Ilulr,l"i ir l-- il .lll|£ n.arr.ln.:.' i P |I.j1l1|'l|.|r| 1t p|._'|

The waterfront area .|||rr:||.: Highway 35 around Roc kport has
been designated a bird sanctuary. It is named for champion bird
watcher Connie Hagar ol Hn-.lr,p.-rt,

The State Parks and Wildlife Department has another one of
those tishing bridges here, like the one outside Poet Lavaca, It is
the old Highway 35 bridge across Copano Bay, about five miles
north ol Rockport. The tees are the same as at Port Lavaca, $1.00
tor adules, 504 fou VOoung pu'uplu' between 1 Yand 17, and children
under 13 tish free. The charge is only fog people actually fiahing
It ks not covered by the annual pet it .
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Coose Island State Park is on Highway 35 just north of the

Copano Bay Fishing Pier. Fishing, swimming, picnicking and
camping are permitted. The entrance fee is $1.00 per vehicle.
Campmites can be reserved by writing Goose Island State Recrea
R Area, Route 1, Box 105, Ihn'lfh_:rr'[ TB3IB2 o 4.,q||'rr1_u;
512-729-2858.

The Aransas MNational Wildlife Retuge has been made famous
by the whu“plrlu cranes that winter here, The Refuge s on the
bay south of Austwell, and it is open 1o visitors, There are provi
wons lor picnicking and camping. A large excursion boar carries
il H”'"Ip'.h prart ol the re kg -!llll1lb].'_ the p-'rn-.’l [ T sbi 2 1

L b\Tllb'l" andd |'“||'F'||li “'1!L‘Il 'III' LTANeCe are hrll
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1) Al Cabvery Cabliolic e tary fan Refugio b the gl re :'mrr.'.].: alf

Veraim Bl Kibwg and htv mern, They wicre sl ond by Lamei I amiidii fo redcmes

viw famiitied afraiioledd af Rofaghs durivg the Texuy Rowalatign, F) In 1906

n'n ity ruiwrdd thiy suirber po Koo Bodnig ap { Beli v wiley ware il Iey
Al ardcam fravEped a@ffer fhade owacme midoediten, Their remgiive  we e _‘.|r||.-..|'
frivmd Il VR LR T il v r.l'. v wete o _|-||||I fed Foa IJ Iy d EriThip if M _l“}l"-
e [ TETTE T prave was acchdenfally discoveeed many years Mfer fe pdrar
unii $hiew Mowoar o slvieey LAY, ey e l||"||"|-.l.llr'I thw alade weith
Full relighons anid meilitary ceremonies in J914

HREFLUGIOD COUNTY

Retugio has a “g" in it only in the written version, The name is
pronounced as though it were spelled with a “w" where the “g"
. Refewrio. Not all the Spanish names in this part of the world
take Hp.mnh pronunciations This one does.,

Refugio County grew out of the James Powers and James
Hewetson cnlum_,'. It was much IJrRl.'r belore sections were taken
dway to borm other counties. I-Ln_'!ugm was one ol the “"F“""I
colonles, The dty of Hetugio has been the COUNEY scat ciu:inr;
st nl- IJH' COUntV s hislnl!. ; 'I'hr present courthouse was I11,|.|lt in
1919,

The city ol Refugio was established on rhe site where the
Spanish had carlier established the Mission Nuestra Senora del
Retugio. Retugio and the old mismion were the scene of one of
the defecats Texans suffered in their War for ||1|.|rp-rrn.1rn-_-r in the
spring of 1836,

Santa Anna had overwhelmed William B. Travis' small force at
the Alamo on March 6th, General Jose Urrea was marching
toward CGoliad to mop up the resistance there. Panic was ‘F'f"‘l
ing among the Anglo settlers.

(11
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1 Fhis Frew i J‘lln' cirar i
i il af Caiidiaad de  Bonaniaivi sl
i H.m,;:-._-_ Freee.™ Lepesid Jids
il that before the conrthouse wa
adld in TEY, criminals sere iried
e by ki e v iiiFe 'I..'fﬂ:
fanged  from its branches, Thn
trew wiight Have  provided s
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aiad eI i »,r-p|.lﬂll‘_l LT Fragi
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Jamed Fannim was in command at Goliad, On March 10¢h. he
sent a small force under Amon B King to Relugio to escort
wveral families 10 Goliad., King and the refugees were ambushed
by Mexican irregulars, They ducked into the old Refugio mission
and sent word to Fannin that they needed help. Fannin sent a
party commanded by William Ward 1o help the King party. Ward
raised the seige, but his men and King's, too, then got into a
skirmish with elements of Urrea’s army., King and his men were
captured and executed on March 16th. Ward and his party
escaped toward Victoria, but the Mexicans caught them luter and
marched them to Goliad and shot them along with Fannin and his
M.

The Mexican Army was tollowing the orders of the Mexican
Cotigress in executing captured rebels instead of rreating them as
prisoners of war, King and his men were shot at a spot north of
the old Retugio Mission, and their bodies were left there on the
ground., Citizens of Refugio gathered up the bones and remains
after the war was over and buried them. No record was made of
where the remains were buried, bur a grave containing the skele
tons of 16 men was accidentally discovered in 19 in the Mount
Calvary Catholic Cemetery, The remains were identified as those
of King and his men, The state put up memorial markers in 1936
in the cemetery and in a park named for King.

H#l.llﬂm'! FIHHI.'TI'H- did not end when Sam Houston defeated
the Mexicans at San Jacinto, There were several Indian raids after
that. The last one was a Commanche raid in 1852,

GOLIAD COUNTY

Goliad was one of the original counties established by the first
Texas Congress in 1836, It is one of the most historic areas in the
state, The city of Goliad has been the county seat since the
county was established, The present courthouse dates from 1894,
They say that before that they tried some culprits under the old
tree on the courthouse grounds and hanged them from the tree.



f) The eourthowe af Golisd s
bigli im TS99 and wupi endarged
grigd modermized s 964, Godad
Counlfy wat creafed m T80A,
orpantized im T83 7 avid mamed for
the mumicipality of Goliad, Ir i
one of the origingd counties of
Texai, ) The Amerlean Revoli
Hom Hicem brmmia! O ommiligdar 11||'
Texas gave full approval fo
eenlined"s pLLm. forr red fprgfiom g
bewsrification of the comrbhons
pguare  chiding thiv Old Ciry
‘h{qrirri which mow howses a
muge e, The square has alio breon
declired a Natiosal Preseevalion
IMatricl  and .;u.,lfr'_lhrl _Il'.li lrr!p'-
|"'l.lrr1. f.'“' "h',:h;lﬂg]'.“q.!k REFREE,

The people of Goliad take considerable pride in their trees,

'I"|'|E1,r have left several of them h:.lm.f'llu.: in the middle of their

streets, and the trathic just has to go around them.
The courthouse square has been declared a MNational Preserva
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1) Misestra Senora del Expirite Santo de Exvidga Mispbon, commonly colled
Lai Madiia Misilom, mow located fael onbalde Ceovbiland. woai ;.-.....!‘.-.i T F
Fir ¥ 1|!.Ir..l.|:-'ra.r...¢ Hary drmarng the Coee. Oujave ard Karasbausa Iradiane. i
Wl probed ted [T F'F’l'.ll.h. af Soeifrd Senore o Lovelo 4) which wai
also eatabliched to prevent any fulure Freach landisgs in the area, In 1727
e miiesion amd prenidio wwre mosed 1o a il o Bl Conatchalupe River and
e e of g in I Y r-ru- "1'|I-Jl’|f U II:I|" LT TR TS TR L :.'rll I|‘r|1_|_I e om
the Sant Antomic River. The restoration of the old fort david chavel  wiai
N P ol apmied [.l.ll-.ll _f.” by .!l..]f:li','.ll LYl R et i Fhia I Wil -'hl.l_-I WhIE
I"l-' |I'-|"l|_' J‘Ji-l'l |||r|||'1 / il :"lF".IJH firr Jr'||. CorFIen e Floie |_r|,.|-.Jr.j
prcierving the X paniih haritape of Texiar,

i BRRERr R

fron [Dhistrict so réstoration work on the builldings here 1.!LI..1.|I|-'IL":
tor help trom the National Park Service.

There s an old blacksmith \]l:rp still operating at M) East
Fannin Street. There is a museum in the old City Market building
at Franklin and Market, open every day € XCE Pl Mondavs. No fee
tor admission, but donations are welcome.

The Spanish began settling this area in 1749 when they moved
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1§ fawies Walker Fasrin fe, first became inpoloed in the Texas Revolbafios
i IRIS an cartain of the Brapos Guardd, He whdi gadeasml ol flie firef bt il

i e Hevedu Blon af G repsatley wrnd af the biffle of Coondepe m T LT
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iy Taew [reea and foreed ho turrender at the Dalte of | vl e

to this location the mission and prraidiu that had been established
ariginally near Matagorda Bay and later moved to the Guadalupe
River, The mission was Nuestra Senora del Espwritu Santo de
Zuniga, and the presidio was Nuestra Senora de Loreto. They are
aften referred to as La Bahia mission and presidio because ol
their urrg'uui location on the h-l‘_.' .

The mission is now part of Goliad State Park, on Highway 183
and 7TTA. about half a mile south of Goliad. The mission 15 open
every dav. The admission fee is included in the lee for ad mission
to the park. That fee is §1.00 per vehicle, There are provisions for
camping and shelters lor rent. For reservations, write Goliad State
Historical Park, Box 727, Goliad 77963 or phone 512 G4 5-M05.

The Presidio is on the 11pp-n.-'i'rr: bank of the San Antonio River,
and it is now a3 museum. There s a small admission fee. The
Presidio is one mile south of Goliad on Highway 183.77A, The
Presidio is open every day except Christmas and Good Friday. It
has been restored, and the museum features artifacts lrom the
indian and Colonial and Revolutionary Days. The Spanish
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mission era was well past its peak by 1836, Many missions were
already in ruins, then,

The Mission Nuestra Senora del Rosario was built in the
Goliad area in 1754 to minister to the Karankawa Indians. There
T r:l:l:hir:b.; left of Hosario except a marker, but the state has
acquired the property. It is on U. 5, 59, about four miles west of
Goliad, The importance ol the missions had declined by 1829 to
the point that the Mexican government decided to turn the
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1) Thiv cammon, wow part of Fanhiin’s memoril e dowstown Gollad,
helped inflics heavy .I.m:}fr durivtg Faverin's kant otawd at Coleto. A vmilar
L}

cannion B mearby Conzales was the star of an carliey drama, Colonlats in
Gonzales dug wp that coon from a peach orchard where they had hidden
it when Mexican troops were determined to retriewe it They loaded it wirh
chains and scrap fron and sent looking for & .fl}'-'lf. Ihey soom met the
.r;rp'm..n'ul'un;_r AMexicans and wsed Pie carmon 1o fire the _I"lr of shot of the
Revalution, The battle s eelebrated each October in Gonzales an "Come
aind Take It “'.i_\n_ 2o frinam gl mg bt om e Gomsaled 'ullrr _fll-l_l.*_.

presidio here into a town and the town was named Goliad. It was
a purely Mexican town then, but by 1835 it was swarming with
Anglos bent on revolution,

The importance of Goliad and Refugio in the events leading up
to the revolution resulted from their location on the most direct
supply route between the coast and San Antonio, There was a
port called Copano on Copano Bay just a dozen miles south of
Refugio at the time.

The agitation for independence among the Texas colonists
cansed the Mexican military commander at Matamoros to bring a
force to Copano in the winter of 1835 to find out what was going
on, He was Martin Perfecto de Cos. He came to Goliad and left
some supplies and a small garrison at the presidio here and went
an to San Antonio. At the same time, another Mexican official
was trying to compel the settlers at Gonzales to give back a
cannon they had been given to use on the Indians, The settlers
defied the Mexicans and fired the cannon at them, and the dic
was cast, There would be war, Rebels attacked the garrison at
Goliad and took control of this town and then moved on to San
Antonio, They forced Cos to surrender after a short siege and
battle. They had his supplies cut off. He gave up on December

Oth.
The rebels remained in control of Golisd and San Antonio

until the following March. The Mexican armies that came north
to restore order then brought their supplies with them in caravans
of wagons and carts and on the backs of pack animals, The
Texans were having great difficulties with their supplies and
communications, General Sam Houston did not learn until March
11th that the Alamo had fallen March 6th. Houston sent word to
Fannin that he'd better begin moving his force from Goliad east-
ward toward Victoria, forthwith, But Fannin did not get moving

14

2 The prewnt conrthowse for Bee County was built in 1902 at Beeville,
The county wai created i 1857 from parts of Karnes, Live Clak, Goliad,

Refugio and San Patricio cownties. The first permunent settlors were Irish,
Ihew aeiitled here an 1826,

until March 19th, He made s rest stop about 12 miles west of
Victoria on an open prairie near Coleto Creek. Jose Urrea's Mexi-
can Army caught up with him here. Fannin's men put up s good
fight, but they were badly outnumbered and surrounded. Fannin
surrendered on March 20th. Urrea went through the motions of
recommending to Santa Anna that the prisoners be spared. Then
he dumped the responsibility on a subordinate and headed on
east looking for more rebels, The subordinate had his firing
squads execute Fannin and 342 other prisoners at Goliad on
March 27th. The exccutions gave Texans their second rallying cry
for the Battle of San Jacinto, three weeks later,

The Fannin Battleground is now a state park. It is one mile off
L. 8, 59 nine miles east of Goliad, There is a picnic pavillion but
fo camping.

Colonel Fannin and his troops were leflt where they were shot,
but other Texans later pthn:dpc::p the remains and buried them
just southeast of the presidio grounds at Goliad. A monument
marks the spot today.

People in Goliad don't spend all their time studying history
and contemplating the past. They have horse racing in the spring,
summer and fall at La Bahia Downs,

BEE COUNTY

Bee County was created in 1857 from parts of Kames, Live
Ok, Goliad, Refugio and San Patricio counties.

Beeville has been the county seat since the county was estab-
lished, but Beeville was moved from its original location on Medio

Creek to the present location in 1860, The present county court-
house was built in 1912,
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The county and the city were named for Barnard Bee. He
played a prominent part in Texas politics during thln: :J-'i'!u‘-'l- of the
Hrhui'-l:ic. Bee was Secretary of War in Sam Houston's ul-nm.-:t and
Secretary of State in Lamar's cabinet. He also served for a time as
Texas Minister to the United States. He was opposed to having
Texas annexed to the United States, and he returned to his onig
nal home in South Carolina after the annexation was -.nmpllrrud_
Bee never knew there was a county named for him. He died in

South Carolina belore Bee County was farmed.
This is cattle and oil country, The cattle business here was well

started before the Civil War, Cattle from here walked the Chisolm
trail to the markets in Kansas in the late 18605 and early 1870s.
The oil was discovered tirst in 1929 at Pettus, iy

The first permanent settlers here were Irish. A family named
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O'Toeole came in 1826, and others follow ed, The Mexican ROvern
ment by that time was already getting leery of immigrants {rom
the United States and considered Irish Catholics a berter ber.

Jet airplanes are conspicoous in the skies around Beeville.
Chase Field trains about one third of the Navy's jet pilors. The
student pilots practice bombing and strafing runs on 4 target arca
west of the field,

Some other interesting buildings in Beeville are: Camp Ezell
House, 1313 N. Flournoy: Cooke Home. 1001 S. Fowler  George

House, B0l N, Adams: McClanahan House, 206 E. I‘.nrpm Christi
{the first business building),

LIVE OAK COUNTY

Live Oak County was created in 1856 out of parts of Nueces
and San Patricio counties. A community called Oukville was
l.lr:-ign.ulnl as the county seat, But the county government moved
to George West in 1919 for the usual reason, George West was on
the railroad and Oukville was not. The present courthouse in
Lreorge West was buile in 1918,

The carly permanent settlers here, too, were Irish. The county
was part of the colony founded by the Irish empressarios John
McMullen and James McGloin, The old Mexican oxcart road to
San Antonio passed through here, It was the road Santa Anna used
o his way to the Alamo,

One of the citizens of George West has turned her home into a
park and donated it to the city. Grace Armontrout still lives in
the place, and she has reserved the right to live here as long as she
likes. Her park includes a swimming pool and an elaborate cactus
parden. It is open all the time and it is free.

The late wriler | Frank Dobie was born i Live Oak County.
o his father's ranch, on FM 3261 southeast of George West,

The Tips State Park one mile west of Three Rivers is a pleasant
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1) Tips Stat Park har 31 aceed e
R e |

park i1 a witle wert of Three Kivers Ir was deeded by ‘1|-u_|:.- .
192% and them leased for #¥ years lo I'hree Rivers, 2) Lake Corprean CRristt,
alio known a1 Lake | yperniliold, 1F dn @rrift jal lake on the Nurces Hiver

e re L1y I'.rk_ NuErl Patricn ||r|.r__rllr| I'i.l r.l-. covun faEd e E { [ COVTE I ‘Fu'l""'-"

acres and nupplies water to Corpus | Ireis i

?’I'“T for a Fiuwiq_, The p.n.rk is a small one on the Frio River.

Fishing is permitted. There are no provisions for camping.
Lake Corpus Christi i« in the southeast corner of Live Oak

County. There is a state park on the lower end of the lake. 'l he

p.ul: 12 in San Patnao County,

| 0 ]

1) Sivton replaced San Patricio as the county seal of San Patricio County
in 1898, The courthouse here was built in 1928, The county was sefiled by
frish famdlies browpht 0 by Tames Moelam and [okm MeMullen, 4) The
Bl gnd Heooie Wielder ill'.'.ffl_.h Kafuge, i gt f ik mortheait of Sinton,
wai ereated From the Welder Ranch by a provision in Bob Welder s sl Tt
has been owned continucusly by the Welder family and none of the rich
II|||I rl.]l- Fuer liigiml & |_|_|Ir|;.'.J,'|'._|I '.l..l-r._ |"||:|.Jl|: 4 :.li]lj.-r_.'!. e |_'|' II.'JhiI'. |IJ|_|‘!"I' ‘!.'I"l'.'l
rrcorded o Hha r s aigd dn the immediaie VECTRIEY .

SAN PATRICIO COUNTY

San Patricio 18 an Hr1|..:|r'|.l| county established 'r'lj-' the first
Congress of the Republic of Texas in 1836, The area had been
organized as a Mexican municipality before that. The first perma-
nent settlers were the Irish and Mexican colonists brought in by
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John McMullen and James McGloin. They named their settlement
tor the Irish saint, and St. Patrick's Day is .-|1.'.'-!- L lliﬂ event in
San Patricio. They have a celebration on whatever weekend is
closest to March 17th,

The town of San Patricio was the |lri_FiI1JJ county scat. The
government moved to Sinton in 1893 to get on the railrcad. The
P-”."H'rll. l.l.lili'rl'hll.]".-l.‘ at Sinton was buile in 1928,

The Welder Wildlife Refuge outside of Sinton was founded by
the late San Patricio County rancher Rob Welder. When he died
i 1953, he left 7 800 acres to be used for wildlife research. The
Welder Foundation offers scholarships to graduate students inter
ested in studying specitic wildlife problems. There are conducted
tours of the refuge every Thunsday afternoon,

One of the ecarly skirmishes of the revolution was tought
around San Patricio in February of 1836, A party ol revolution
arics preparing to launch a raid on Matamoros was -.||r|-,rri-.“,-d and
largely wiped out by Mexican soldiers under the command of

Cieneral lose Urrea, There is 2 memorial marker on the Hl-nllldt ol
1.|l-|:' 1|||.i cemetlery.
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1) The people of Taft on UK, 181 decorated their old ratboad depot with
i mural depicting some of the area’s history a Taft's project for the
Bicentermmnial Year, Taft was nemed for Premdent Willlam Howarid I..J_lf'!':
brother, Charles. He was one of the parfners in Dhe ranch this ikabion war
buidli fo per,

The nnh' WOman ever |ungrd in Texas was an i:ﬂlil.'rptt at San
Patricio. {fhipiu Ihuirigurf was convicted ol ruh’ning and murder
i"E a4 1”-‘.’}1'.'[ at h:l iTI".. ..l'jl-l'l.f Was llnlll“flj fll.'lt“ A4 ITee on th{.‘ bJ.“L ”f
the Nueces River. There is a story that the tree was later
destroyed by lightning. It may be only a story.

Another story that may not be anything more than a story
concerns this house on Farm Road 666 outside of San Patricio.
Colonizer James McGloin built this house after his partner, John
McMullen, had sold out his interest in the colony and moved to
San Antonio, The story is that during a party at the house one
nig}'ll:. McGloin '|:'|'In|:|.|.-lhl' he saw the ghuﬁt of his former partner
H..u'l-t'ing in a ﬂumw;y. covered with blood. McGloin LUFPII.I!I-I.‘L"'!.'
El.-“: on Ili!ﬁ IIl"'“.' J"l.i I'”'lit' 1lf4igtlt (4] HJ“ A"l{l“i" L {.'}ll:l;.'k Larl I'I-ll"l
I'-T."‘."“d l“li I:‘-Tl..l.l'“i- th.l{ hf hJI* h‘ffn rnul'{ll.'rcd,

The people of San Patricio have started preserving old build
ings. The building that housed the St. Paul’s Academy For Boys
has been restored and it is now a private home. It dates from
1876. The McKeown house that was built in 1868 has been
restored as a museum. It is open on Sundays.

The people of Taft on U. 5. 181 decorated their old railroad
depot with a mural depicting some of their area’s history, This
was Taft’s project for the Bicentennial Year. Taft was named for

I 54
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President William Howard Taft's brother, Charles, because he was

one of the partners in the ranch this station was originally built 1o
STV

Lake Corpus Christi State Recreation Area is outside of Mathis
at the northwestern end of San Patricio County. This is one ol
the Class I parks. There are provisions for ump:.ug, and there are
shelters for rent, The entrance fee is $1.00 per vehicle if vou do
not have an annual permit. The shelters are extra. You can make
reservations by writing Lake Corpus Christi State Recreation

Arca, P. 0. Box 1167, M.nhn. Texas TRIGE o

A I'.J.]Il.hg
512.547.2635,
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1) The county seat and principal city of Kleberg County is Kingreille, The
comirtlioiee here wsan baali i 1910, Before | 89U fh COMNEY s alrrjiraf
provlieas, bt gimce that Hme the portions not n culbivation s [rwwiia
covercd with mesquite, Tufsac b awid ouk, Fourfifths of the counmty i
deoctucdiedd i M bt Bl

JIM WELLS COUNTY

Jim Wells County was arganized in 1911, The area previously
had been part of Nueces County. This is mesquite country. Ol 1s
the biggest business. Ranching is next, and the political wars here
have often attracted statewide artention.

The county was named for |. B. Wells Jr. He was a prominent
valley lawyer and developer and the son of one of the soldiers of
the revolution.

Alice has been the county scat since the COUNnEY Wwas created.,
The present courthouse was built in 1949, Alice was named tor
Alice King Kleberg, daughter of rancher Richard King and the
wife of rancher Robert Kleberg,

There was a fort at Sandia on State Highway 359 during the
Civil War, It was a base for blockade runners bringing in supplies
and hauling our cotton, The marker in Sandia says Fort Casa
Blanca had walls three feetr thick, but nn{}ulrg is left of it HHJJ‘_r.

There is a small state park on Farm Road 70 about nine miles
souith of Sandia where there was a Mexican fort in colonial days.
The fort was called Lipantitlan because it was in the arca inhab
ited by the Lipan Indians. Texans won here in 1835 one of the
skirmishes that preceded the revolution. Picnicking is permitted.
Camping is not,

I &

20 Tewar A & | Uwiicereply .!-'--il'l-.ll rri hi'rl_.',"n.:'.l”r disdd Fovsriiledd oo T92Y. Thi
sriginal mame, Sonith Texai Teachers Colle e, bigi @ r'-l”;._'l i b Texias Colloge
of Arts and Ivechontries #m [929 and io i preirnl e o 1 %& 7. .-]'..
wrerreraify -'jlr-'--'u' a liranch i Laredo dn 1970 anid a beaiacly fa o I

i firradyom 1972

KRLEBERG COUNTY

Kleberg County was organized in 1913, The area had previous
|'l.-' been part of Nueces Countv. The COUnLY was named fos
Robert Justus Kleberg, He was a German immigrant and San
IIJﬁ"'!* veteran and the father of the Hn‘l‘rrrl lelu'rg wl‘lu r:lqrri:'ﬁl
into the King Ranch family.

The county seat and principal city in Kleberg County is Kings
ville, The present courthouse was built in 1913,

This is the home of the Texas Arts and Industries University,
One of the Navy's jet training bases is locared here, and there i
swome industry now. But Kingsville originally was just the railroad
station for the King Hanch., Ranch 1'ir,.r,|qt|4rh:n are on State
H:P;hw.nl; 141 west of town. The ranch is not open to visitors,

The Santa Gertrudis breed of cartle was developed ar the King
Ranch, and Kingsville is headquarters for the Santa Gertrudis
Breeders' Association, The breed was named for the original King
Hanch properey. Richard King lmny_hl a Hpqmjh land grant
known as Santa Gertrudis Ranch in 1852 with money he and his
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i The King Banchi oy b bl ol fumous eauch in the workts fr owcoms

tars aver a million acnes of Land in Nueors, Kenedy, Kleherg aosd Wilksc
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partner, Mifflin Kenedy, had mude |ur.|]i1.1q|', tuppl'hrl for Zachary
Taylor on their steamboats. The ranch now sprawls over one
million acres in Kleberg, Kenedy, Nueces and Willacy counties,
The ranch ralses Quarter Horses and race horses in addition to
catthe and alvo has s Large oil income.

The John E. Conner Museum on the campos of Texas A & |
University has a collection of 900 cattle brands and exhibits
covering natural and local history. The museum is open every
day. There is no charge for admission,

There i in this county another one of those beach resorts that
didn't make it. Riviera Beach on Baffin Bay was established in
1908, The town got & railroad in 1913 and & hurricane in 1916,
There in not much lefe of the resort town today.

k1.

1 Rivhera Bowidh on Baffin Bay in Klelerg Cownty i amather beach seiord
!‘h.ﬂ diidvi F e (L JF wadi .--.‘u'-]'nlu of g r'J'ﬂ.l'l vl o el dw TN awiad
wt ot ywd iry o bwrrican dw 1206, This de all thar re wiaing tonsday
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MEXICO

The Lower Coast

Brooks, Kenedy, Willacy, Cameron
and Hidalgo counties

BROOKS COUNTY

Brooks County was established in 1911, taking in arcas tha
had previously been in Hidalgo, Starr and Zapata counties. The
present courthouse st Falfurrias was built in 1911,

Falfurrias has been the county seat since the county was estab-
lished. The town is much older. It was established in 1883 by
rancher Edward C, Lasater. Falfurriax is an Indian word meaning
“Heart's Delight."”

Brooks County was named for James A. Brooks. He was a
captain of the Texas Hangers. He served in the Legislature and
was the fint county judge of Brooks Counry.

The Heritage Museum at Falfurrias has a special collection of
materials and documents and photographs relating to the history
of the Texas Rangers in addition to displays on the history of the
county and the livestock industry. It is locaved at 24 St. Mary's
Street and is open weekdays and Saturdsy morning. It is free.

Ranching. oil and gas are the big industries here, but there is
same irrigation and farming,

Falfurrias butter comes from the creamery Edward Lasater
establivhed here in 1900,

KENEDY COUNTY

Kenedy was one of the last counties to be established. It was
created in 1925 from parts of Cameron, Hidalgo and Willacy
counties und named for Richard King's ranching partner, Mifflin
Kenedy.

(E11
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The county seat s Sarita. The present courthouse was built in
1921, Sarita is the only town in the county. It was named for
Mitflin Kenedy's granddaughter. The highway map shows a town
named Noras on U, 5. 77 south ot Sarita. but Mornas s the
hr.ui-.{luru'n of the Noras section of the vast King Ranch and
nothing more.

[he main thing to know about Kenedy County s that you'd
better enter it with enough fuel in your tank to ger out again. The
road maps the ofl companies used to gve away always warned
that there were no service stations between Riviera, in Kleberg
County, and |{;|1.'Tlhrl1h]'|-1“1:' in Willacy Counrty, Kenedy County is
..lnm-.r illTl'I"rl'.. 'F!T:Ih'.-l'r T&ni h-:";. I:'H."rl"r.][ |rl |1|.1. m h.a'rl: Irll .qln] ﬁ,n
wells, but service stations are scarce,

The maps also show a place named Armstrong. It is just the
headquarters ol the Armstrong Ranch. This 1s the home ol Tabin
and Anne Armﬂrnng, Che was the U, 5. Ambassador to Britain

niunnF the Ford Administration.
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Il Don Podro Javamillo, a famows Mexcican-American faiith healer, serelod ar
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1907 one of hin followers built @ small shrine over hin prave. Some peopls
conme Bere cevking eelief for their problema

WILLACY COUNTY

Willacy County was organized in 1911 from parts of Cameron
and HH!.EIIE‘_U counties. Raymondville has been the county seat
since the beginning. The present courthouse was built in 1922,
(Rl and farming are the big businesses here. Tourism and fishing
are big, too,

Willscy County was named for John G, Willacy. He did not
live here. Willacy was representing Corpus Christi in the Legisla
ture and he introduced the bill that created this new county. i
II“".’ named it for him

Raymaondville is another one of those towns created by land
and rallroad promoters. It was named for E, B. Raymond, He
founded the Raymond Town and Improvement Company, and
the company launched the town,

The Raymondwille Historical and Community Center at Harris
and Tth has displays covering the history of the area and featuring
some of the artifacts recovered from the water off Port Mansfield,
A channel dredged through Padre lsland gives Willacy County a
port that is also served by the Intracoastal Waterway.

There s a salt lake near Ray mondville that once 1.upp|1r.;l the
Spanish colonies in Mexico with rable salt. The lake is called El
H-ll ‘lr‘ll.'F“. H“‘lT'l-t' "' IIH." ]'ll"'llllr‘p' 1% Ir[“rhf oan lhl' stale rl:.Lrj-.'rl i
State Highway 186, about BY: miles west of Raymondville.

The oulr Labee called E@'Sal Vil
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amridy thil] dates back o 1848, Ir weis manead o K wen Camieron, e
wied by the Mexdcon foreed after he fook part in a rald againer territory
clapimed by Megaco

Part of the Laguna Atascosa Marional Wildlife Retuge tor
migratory birds is on the Laguna Madre in Willacy County. It
extends southward into Cameron County, too,

The town of Sebastian on U, 8. 77 south of Raymondwille was
4 stop on the stage coach line to the Rio Grande Valley in the
| Biis.

CAMERON COUNTY

Cameron County was created in 1848 owt of part ol Nueces
County. The county was named for a man the Mexicans ¢xecuted
in Mexico after the Revolution had ended. Samta Anna had
retumed to Mexico and regained the Presidency. brregular Texas
forces were still skirmishing with Mexican forces in the disputed
fermiory between the Mueces and the Rio Grande. '”I'r."!r SO T
times also uu“r:{' raids across the border into territory Texas had
never claimed. Ewen Cameron went on one ol those raids, and he
W :'A!?Tll!’rli, He was executed for |nding an cscape attempt.
Cameron was a native of Scotland.

The county seat of Cameron County is Brownsville. The
present courthouse was built in 1914,

Brownsville was a fort before it was a town. General i’.ni'l-l-r}'
"I';ylﬂ[ established a fort here as soon as he reached the Rio
Crande in 1846 on his mission to make it pi.lil'l. to Mexico that
the United States considered the territory it acquired with the
annexation of Texas extended to the Rio Grande. One of the first
men killed in fighting with the Mexicans was Major Jacob Brown,
and the fort was named for him, The city was named for the tort
when it was founded two years later.
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Fort Brown served ag a base for Indian highters, tor guardsmen
hunting bandits, tor Confederate troops and Union troops, and
for the 12th U, S, Cavalry in World War | and the 124th Cavalry
in World War 1. The fort was taken out of service in 1945 and
pare of it is now the campus of the Texas Southmost Caollege.

The first two engagements ol the war between the United
Srates and Mexico and the last land battle of the Givil War were

foughe near Brownsville.
Me xican attacks on Zachary Taylor's troops at Palo Alto, 54
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miles north ol Brownsville on what is now Farm Road 1847, and
at Resaca de la Palma on what is now Pardes Lent Road, probably
were the intended result of the Tayvlor expedition. They brought
on the U, S. declarstion of war against Mexico. Taylor won both
of the skirmishes and the United States won the war. In the final
treaty, the L, 8, got the Rio Grande established us the border und
for an extra %15 million o l'JIIIilrhlu and MNew Mexico, too,
Ihere are state markers at the sites ol the battles of Palo Alto and

Hesaca de o Palma. One of the othicers serving wath Zachary
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Taylor in the Beownsville arca was Jelterson Duwis, later 1o be
President of the Confederate States of America,

Lission 1r|:|uI|1. s Ut lrom Ihl.:‘l:f Em.-.i.' an Beazos |'.|.|I'I1.| in May
aof 1865 to take over the city of Brownswville. The Federals were
hu:pfm:d h':..' Confederate cavalry. There was a skirmish. It lasted a
couple of days. The Union troope t‘imll:_,, retreated back 1o Brazos
lsland. The Contederate troops didn't learn until the light was
aver l]“t Il'u_‘ WAl wWan Over before rhh li]."JI-I! |1I‘b.:.ll1. Lee |'IJ~|
surrendered at Appomatiox a maonth curlier. The Union men
knew it, bur they didn't get a chance to explain, That Battle of
Palmito Hill was tought about [ 2 miles east of Beownaville,

The city  of Brownsville was founded by a trader named
Charles Stillman, He built the brst howse in the new city. His
house still stands at 1305 East “".nh:nuh-ﬂ Sireet. It i now &
miuse um with |1-:'r|m| fumishings and some historical -.h-pi.rg.- The
Stillmun House Museum is open weekdays and Sunday after
noons. There is 3 small fee.

The Brownsville Art League maintains a fine arts museum in »
home that was built in 1836, The Art League Museum is at 230
Fort Peown,

The Gladvs Porter Zoo in Brownsville is one of the outstand
ing z2oo0s in Texas. It 18 al Ihnm;-:h’; and Gth Street, There is an
admission lee.

This is the Magic Valley where irigation has made rich tarms
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and farmers rich. The climate attracts many winter visitors and
increasing numbers of retired people,

Industrial development along the channel to the port of
Brownsville is mcreasing. And Brownswville has an international
toll bridge connecting it with the Mexican city of Matamoros on
1|'I.l:' l1!|"I|:'1 hlqi-!.' ol ‘!lll.' Rio '.-;-r.llhlf.'.

The second city in Cameron County is Harlingen. This city was
founded by Lon C. Hill, He was one of the first ;H'uph' to see the
potential in irrigating the Valley. The home Hill built as head

-.+uart:'r~= !lll'r 1H-. EPIJ!HJ“I.'IT'I 'i". oW 3 Fl-.lri-.. it 18 1.JI.I.' l]l-lit":'. hullu.' i
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M Lo rariche el e R T B r'\-!j_ d of _‘|!_J Faay Riral § Pt i sl Iy Imsn ovig

|Iila ”il'lq il ils ol Pl |-|I-I‘ P by |r_11l_. Ir|-_.‘

Harlingen, It is open '|'L:|-.‘ui.n_. alternoons and at other times by
appointment. There is no char ge tor admission, .

The Rio Grande Valley Museum in Harlingen Industrial Ais
Park is open every day except Mondays and Saturdavs. It features

|iI|I'||.I'L'l and I;'L!Hlll'lf_‘.’qp!'u ol ;grr.n:r fimes I'i“_-”-_- 1% no 4.'|'|-.HHI.' bior

admission, but donations are welcome. The f|1||.1|.i:|r||._h is i r:pltL,; ol
the Paso Real Stagecoach Inn on the stage line between Browns
ville and San Antonio, The last FEMEInIng rins of the nnl.grul 1nn
were washed into the Arroyo Colorado by Hurricane Beulah in
1967,

The most popular museum in Cameron County is a collection
of old airplanes. The Confederate Air Force is an organization of
pilots and airplane buffs. The CAF has a flect of World War 11
planes at Rebel Field in Harlingen. Many of them are in flying
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tate hus a fishing pier here. It in the ofd couwmeway

Th
ttween Port label and Sourth Padee (dand, The "h'”h"'" aie thie
patrie a8 at Port Lavacs snd ( Opanio Pay, 31000 Lo atlialps, SAb Fonr
Yorabg !'-:'..pr:'- between | 3 and 17, and childeen under 13 free.

The counity has two }1.1-'3.- an Sauth Padre ladand, i IR RlTEs
are avuilable for a fee in both Andy Bowle Park and Isls Blanca
Park. hila Blancs Park also has cabanas and overnight sheliers for
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swat, Edinburg was moved 14 miles north to the present location
in 1908, The present courthouse at Edinburg was bult in 1955,

The Hl'l.hmn County Historical Museum at 107 East Mclintyre
if liulml:mrg_ has a collection of momentoes of life in the H|.L||p;:.
County area in the r.;:r[!.' ||..H_.".. The museum is apen 'ﬂ.l'rdl\{mdl',‘_
.""l-ilillrfi.-l‘ln and Humi.:‘g-‘ alternoons. There is a small admission
rharﬂt.

The county was named for the Mexican patriot and revolution-
ary Father Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, executed by the Spanish in
1811. Edinburg has been the county seat since the county was
tounded, but Edinburg has not been in the same place all that
time. Edinburg was on the Rio Grande, opposite Reynosa when
the county was organized, and it was hirst designated the county

Old Edinburg became Hidalgn when the new town ol Edinburg
was established. The old courthouse, jail and post office
are still standing in the town now called Hidalgo., They are at

1T
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i Revymodd 4 pail aerogs the Bio Grande Biver from MoAllen, '-I'.J'i.l_'.. fomr
ity crou the border briefly fo go through the markets and shopy of Rey
ot Ll From MeAllen vou alio can reach the Santa Ana Wilkdlife Befup

whilch coerr 2000 acrer. The ared here presrved miion e IF wan in Phis

krvi before “the Vallew ™ became imbiniteely frrigated

McAllen and 13th. They date from 1886, It is just as well they
moved I'.:.iIHhLl!.:.', away trom the river. The Rio Grande -.h.nlﬂr.n its
channel from time to time and some of what used to be En.‘.inhu:l.:
is now in or on the other side of the river,

There is another one of those salt lakes the t'.ll|.:|.' "‘-Lp.mia:.;i-.
took salt Irom outside of Linn in the northern end of Hid.alpn
County. le 13 El Sal del Rey. The ";F.Lr!l..ﬂdm and the Mexicans held
that all minerals htluhgrd ta the state. All the salt in the King
dom belonged to the King in the Spanish scheme of things. This

I7TH

Y Migaom, lexas, gor itv mame from this early mistdon, founded by the
CHulate Fathers tn 1849, It it called La Lomita and it is situated swuth of

the ¢ty of Misgion on Farm Boad 1016, The chapel of the mizsion is sfill
et wied for relipiovus services
:[!-lqu‘ wuas a source ol the Hlnﬂ'-. salt El Sal del Hev., The

Republic of Texas inherited the Spanish and Mexican daim to
mineral rights, but the state of Texas relinquished all mineral
rights 1o property owners in 1866, It was one thing the carpet bag
government did that no subsequent government wanted to undo,
There was a court fight over ownership of El Sal del Rey, and it
played a large part in the development of Texas mineral law,

L. . Highway 83 through Hidalgo County has been called the
longest Main Street in the world., I-Ii!;hw.a,}- 83 passes through one
booming Valley town after another, from Weslaco to Sullivan
City. Weslaco is the home of the biggest grapefruit juice plant in
the world,

Alamo has a Live Steam Museum. It is two miles north of
town on Farm Road 907. It is open daily during the winter
months, December to April. Exhibits are old steam engines of
various kinds. Donations are welcome.

McAllen is the gateway to Reynosa and the Santa Ana Wildlife
Retuge. The refuge covers 2,000 acres. It is an area preserved the
way it was belore irrigated farming began in the Valley. It is open
all day every day. No camping is permitted.

The McAllen International Museum at 2500 Quince Street has
exhibits on art and science and history. The museum is open daily
except Mondays, There is no charge for admission,
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urted feoth camping and plevicking are allowed, There ave fempreaive growth
v "sr'.l.l:rull sirats om ey of the old tee is

There is an old cdock museum in Phare, It is at 927 Preston
Street, There are more than 500 time pieces on display here and a
lot of information about methods of Lf‘:’plﬂﬂ' time. The Old Clock
Museum is open duily. There is no charge for admission,

Mission is the home of the Texas ruby red grapefruit. The
Bentsen Rio Grande State Park is on the river at Mission. The
|_ur|..' COVErs |1.r.1.rl}' 600 acres. There are p-rf.whinn'- tor camping
and picnicking. Fishing is permitted. This is one of the state’s
(lass | parks, so the admission fee of $1.00 per vehicle applies
unless you have an annual permt,

A marker at Bryan and North Mission Street in Mission attests
that William Jennings Bryan was one of the early winter wisitors to
this part of the Valley. Bryan bought property here in 1910 and
spent two winters in a home that still stands here. The mission
the town of Mission was named for is La Lomita. It was built by
the Oblate Fathers in 1849 and the chapel is still in wse, La
Lomita is south of Mission on Farm Road 1016,

There are several places to cross the Rio Grande into Mexico,
and there is something 1o see and do ar Matamoros and Reynosa.

If vou cross at Los Ebanos, there is nothing to do on the other
side, unless you want to rent & donkey and ride o the cantina.
The Crossing itself is the cxXporience here. The terrvboat 15 one ol
the old ones. You cross the same way the pioneers crossed the
rivers before bridges, Los Ebanos ferry crossing is on Farm Road
886, south of U, S. 83, It will help you appreciate how far we
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The Lighthouses of the Coast

There once were 15 lighthouses on the Texas coast, Mast of
them are gone now. All the lighthouse keepers are gone. The few
lights still in service are automated, and most navigators use elec
brdnics more than ||1.:+|.th-.ru=r:-n_

One of the surviving lighthouses is one of the smallest state
parks in Texas, This is the Point Isabel | ighthouse at Port lsabel,

The Point lsabel Lighthouse was built in 1852 on a site Cener
wl Zachary Taylor had used as a fort during the Mexican War, It
was discovered abour 1888 that the government never had both
ered to acquire the land Taylor was using for his fort. The light
house was on private property, The owner and the government
argued abour it for a while, and the government finally bought
the land and the |I|...'.l!|1|1u1.ur in 1894 for £6.000 -

The light was taken out of commission early in the 20th
Century. The State Parks Department acquired the .lip_h!huu-.a: and
one acre of land later, The lighthouse is one of the Texas land
mfrk_'n most olten photographed. It is still in good condition, and
Il s open to visitors, It is the only lighthouse in Texas that is

N N



The lighthouse built at Aransas Pass in 1855 is atill standing.
But ¢ has been out of service 1or a |lrl1|..! ms, and it 13 1n private
hands. The owner is H. E. Butt of the procery chain,

A lighthouse was built on Hall Moon Reel in Matagorda Bay in
1858, This one was taken out of service about 1888, and it was
|.-|1::‘T I'I'|1H':'{| tid I"i'l“l‘l Vﬂln‘luﬂ'!. It 13 i" l'".'-l'l-l-llil-'ll-'rl‘g Hl.hll-':i condition
and it is standing now on the north side of State Highway 35 necar
the lLavaca Bay Bridge in Point Comfort. It may eventually be
moved to the park in Port Lavaca and put on display.

The h-'!..u..g_-u.h Lighthouse was built in 1852 at the entrance
to Matagorda Hay. The tower is cast iron. It was damaged and
neglected during the Civil War and it was rebuilt in 1873 on the
west side of Pass Cavalla. This site is abour two miles from the
original site, and the lighthouse is still standing and still in use. It
wis sutomated in 1956,

There have been several |I|.d1|:.1 and |'ip:!ltlhl|.1'r at and around
Galveston and in Galveston Bay. The ane now standing at the end
of the Galveston jetty is one built in 191 8. Construction started
origgnally in 1905, but the job was delayed twice by hurricanes,
This lighthouse is still working,

The ||b;|1:'||uuw at Bolivar Point is just like the M.ﬁugrrnh
Lighthouse. This one has been rebuilt, too, since it was estab
lished in 1852, The Confederates dismantled this lighthouse
during the Civil War and used the cast iron plates for something
else,

This tower was completed in 1872, More than 100 people
took shelter here during the great hurricane of 1900. Several
.{.urn Fu_-ul'll.r 'ru-d-{' oLt th-r hllr’T]E..‘lHE il !"” =l lH‘If.

The Bolivar Poinit |-|H|1T1‘|c'-l|'=r was taken out of service in 1934,
It and the two keepers' cottages are now private property. The
property is right alongside State Highway 87 at Port Bolivar.

The Sabine |.||_l'ht|1nu1.|' at the mouth of the Sabine-Neches
Waterway is actually on the Louisiana cosst, on the east side ol
the Sabine. This one was built in 1856, It remained in service
until the 19505, This picture was nude shortly after 2 grass tire
had destroyed the keepers’ houses.

The buttresses at the base of the Sabine Lighthouse resemble
rocket fins. From the Texas side of the river, the thing looks a
little like 4 rocket crouched on a launching pad.
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Photo Credits

All photographs for this book, with the exception of those listed
below, were taken by Ray Miller, Gary James or Bob Brandon of
the “Eves of Texas" , KPRC-TV, Houston, or by Mark
Williams. The authors and s ﬂlhtﬂd‘l‘ﬂ':rﬂlh;:lpprtﬁ
ation to the following people organizations for allowing ¢
reproduction of photographs from their collections.,

‘The first number of each entry signifies the page on which the borrowed
photograph appears. The second number indicates its numerical reference
on the page. For example: 3-2 indicates the photograph is found an page 3

and is referenced by the mumeral 2 on that page.

Beazos River Harbor Navigation District: 66-3

Confederate Air Force, Harlingen: 1721

Diamond M Company: 1281

Ray D. Edmondson: 17-2, 17-3

First National Bank of Freeport: 136-1

Charles W. Fisher Jr.: 9.3

Fort Bend County Museum, Richmond: 74-2, 754

Clyde Geray's Heritage Village, Woodville: 8.1, 181

Houston Chamber of Commerce: 80-1

Houston Public Library: 1134, 1441

Sam Houston Regional Library, Liberty: 3.2, 3.3, 4-1, 4.3, 54,
12-1,13-3, 221

La Retema Library, Corpus Christi: 1294

Muscum of Fine Arts, Bayou Bend Collection, Houston: 88-1,
88.2

NASA: 95-2, 95-3

Rosenberg Library, Galveston: 45-5, 46-1, 46-2, 51-3

Texas State Archives: 78-2

U.S, Navy: 31-3

Victoria Public Library: 106-2, 1152
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Boldface rype represents the location of a telated photograph.

A
Alabama Indiana 2, 3

Alami: 179 Live Steam Musesm, | 79

{alve nee Batile of)
Alle: 155, 156
Allen, Juhn and Augustus: 79
Amitrak: ™
Anihuaer 2,11, 1314
Amahuae Navional Wildlife Refage: 15
Andy Bowie Park: 1758
Angleton: 64, 64
Aransas Ray: 137
Aransas Ciey: 1M, 135346, 157
Aransay County: 133, 13530

Aransas Navional Wildlife Refuge: 139,

13
Aransas Pam: 133
Mm Pawa l#hlhu“: 'Hp I“p
193
Armentrout, Urace: see George West
Armstrong: 163
Armastrong, Anne: 163
Astrodome: see Houston
Astroworld: see Houston
Atascenite Disericr: 1-2, 2, 5,
20, 34
Atascosito Road: 1, 94
Atmscosito Springa: |
Auroea! see Port Arthisr
Austin County: T
Auntin, St F.t2. 368367,
T0,9%. 119
Austwell; 1539

B, A, Steinhagen Lake: 39

Baifin Bay: 158, 159

Bailey. James Brit: 49

Bailey"s Prairie: 68, 49

Balli, Father Nicolas: 135

Barsom: 18, 18

Battle of the Alamo: 146, 149

Battle of Palmito Hill: 168, 165

Bartle of San Jacinto: 41, 74, 94,
103, 106, 103, 141, 147, see
alwo San Jacinto and Houston

Rattle of Velasco: 63

Bay City: 119, 123, 124; Counmty
Historical Museam 123, 124

Bayou Bend: see Hourton

Beaumoni: 16, 20:24, 21; French
Homestead 21, 21: Tyrell
Himtorical Museum 24, 24

Beaumont, Jefferson: 20

Bee, Barnard: 148

Ree County: 14748

Berville: 1 29; Chase Fiekl 148;
McClanahan House 148

Bell, Josiah: 67

Bentum Rio Grande State Park: wee
McAllen

Bevil: 36

Bevil, John: 34, 36

Bevilport: 36; Randulph Doom home
M, 37

Pag Thicket: 15,15, 1819, 19

Bleshwood: 34

125,123

bots d'arc trees: &, 7

Bolivar Peninsula: 41, 47

Bolivar Point Lighthouse: 184, 190

Bonaparte, Josoph: 10

Bonaparte, Mapoleon: 10

Box-IN Ranch: 109

Peackenridge, George: 113

Brackesridge Stare Park: 113

Beadburn, Joan: 2, 11

Pragg: 1%

Beahman cattle: 106, see also
Shanghai Plerce

Brazoriar 64

Brazoria Counvy: 41, 62-69, 6%, 70

Brazoa laland: 169, 172

Brazos Yalley: 69

Britton, Forbes: 1 30.31

Brooks Coumty: 161

Broaks, James A,: 161

Brown, Major Tacob: 166

Brownwille: 16670, 166, 170;
Beowraville Art Leagus 16%;
Gladys Porter Zoo 16%, 169;
Stilliman House Museum 169, 170

Bryan Beach Stare Park: 63, 63

Buifalo Bayou: 79, #9, wee alsn
Houston $hip Channel

Bur keville: 36

Warrnet, Davad G.1 41

C

Calhoun Countyi 114-19
Cameron County: 161, 164, 166-T5
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Cameron, Ewen: 166

Camp Independence: 113, 114

Credar Polnr: 6.7

Chambers County: 1, 7.8, 1115

Chambers, Thomas Jefferson: 1315,
13

Chambersa: 13

Champ d"Aaile: 10

Chief Kalita: 8, 8

Qlifton: 28, 29

Caletis Creek: 147

Columbiar 63, 67, 79, see alio Wen
Columbia

Concord: 8

Concord Hapiir Chirch: &, 7

Confederate Air Force: 17172,
172-73

Copanao: 146

Copano Bay Causeway Siaie Park: 138,
()

Corpaus Chriseiz 1273, 130, 132,
PAY, 1587, 157, 164; Ann Museurm
of South Texas 130, 130
Cervennial House 130, 131
charter boats 131, 131
Corpui Chriatd Museum 131

Coratilla. Farher Miguel Hidalgo v:
176

Cotron, J.F.1 18

Couahaitas Induns: 2, §

Danevang: 104; Dansh Hall 104

Pambel; Price: &

Dhavis, Jeflerson: 169

Declaration of Independence of 1834
2

de Con, Martin Perfecror 146

de Galver, Bernardo: 42, 413

de Leon, Martin: 106-7, 106, 111

Des, Martin Jr. State Park: 19

Divie Baptist Church: 38, 38

Dobie, J. Frank: 149

Dow Chemical Company: b

Dowling, Dick: 26-29, 28

East Columbia: &7

Edinburg: 176, 1 77; Hidalgo County
Historical Museam 177,177

Edna: 111, 112, 113; Texana
Museum and Library 115

Egypt! 103, post office building
103; W. J. E Heard home 103

El Campo: 100, 103, 102, 106; Big

196

Game Museum 102, 102
Historieal Museum 102
Effis, Joseph and Bonjamin: 7
Ellwond, Isaac: 26, see alw

Pompeiian Villa
Bl Sal del Rey: 177, 17829

F

Falfursias: 161, 162 Heritage
Muneum 161

Farmin, James Walker: 141, 144,
145, 146, 14647

Farmers' Mercantile Company: 32, 33

F"h| Dl-'- E‘"“- 1!

Fishermans Whari: 45, 49

fiahing Heewses: V1A

Flagship Haotel: 47, 47

Ford, W. H. Maldt and Female College:
M, 25

Fort Bend: 70, 71, 71, 72

Fort Bend County: T0-7H

Fort Brown: 16667, 167

Fort Casa Blanca: 156

Fort Esprranea: 116

Fort Griffin: 28-29

Fart Sabine: 28-19

Fowev 51, Louis: 109, 110

Francitas: 112,113

Franktin, William: 2829

Freeport: 6%, 6667, Gb

Frin River: |50

Fulton, Gearge: 136

(B

Cralveston: 4163, 43, 46, 65;
American National Life lnstsrance
Company 53, 55; Ashiton Villa
(] M. Beown home] 51, §5;
Balinese :uu'm !-:uuﬁlr'.-'.‘ﬁ*.
Bishop's Palace (TCol. Waluer
Gresham heme) 51, 53, 5%
charter boats 48; City National
Bank Building 49, 52; EI
Mina Sheine 51-53; Firm
Preshyterian Church 505 Foer
Crockett 57, 58 Fort San
Jacinto 58; Fort Travia 57,

87, S8 Hill's Whart 48;

Jotties 47, 48; Pout Office
Buslding 53; Roswenberg

Library 52; Samue| May
Williama home 51, 54 seawall
A5 A6, 47, 56, 56, 58;

shrimp flect 49, 50; St

Juseph's Catholic Church 49, 53,

54 50, Mary 'y Cathedral
52:1he Sirand 49, 51
Caalvestion Pay: 41, 42, 43, 80,
BS, KO, U5
Calvoston-Bolivar forry: 41, 42
Galveston County: 4162
Galvewton County Histarscal Museum :
4
Galveston Himorical Foundation: 49
Culveston-Houston Ship Channel; 47
Galveston Hurricane of 194 45, 45
CGalvestomn Island: 41.62, 62
Galveston Ieland Seare Park: 61, 6)
Galveston Jetties Lighthouse: | R4,
169
Calver Hotel: 47, 47
Cramada: 113
Garcitas Croek: see Fort St Loun
Gates, John Wt 24
General Mercannle Siove: 7o
George West: 148, 149; Armontrou
Park 149, 149
Ghoat Road: 19, see aluo Mg Thicket
Cladys City: 22223, 13
Gladys Cley O, Gas and Manufacturing
Company: 33
Gaollad: 1, 110, 140-46, 142;
Fannin Batileground 147; Fannin
Mamorial 145, 146; hanging
ree 141, 141 La Bahia Dowss
147: La Bahia Mision 143,
Pddd §; Mission Muestrs Senors
del Rosario 145%; 08d Ciy Marker
142, 143 Goliad State Park
44
Gollad County: 141.47
Conrales: 146
Goose luland State Park: 138, 119
Grand Cane: 7
Groce's Plantation: 65, 73
Gulfl Coast Fishing Pier: 48, 48

Hardim: 16

Hardin County: 1, 1519, 16

Haclingen: 1 70-72, 170 Hillpark
178 Rebel Field 171.72,
172-7TX Wi Grarde Valley
Museum 171, 171

Harciaburg: 72, 79, 94

Harris County! 79.97

Heard, W. ], E.: 103, ser alwo Egypr

Hewetson, James: 137, 140

Hidalgo: 177

Hidalgn Counry: 161, 164, 1 75-181,
176

Maggins, Padilla; 22

Hill, Lom C.c 170

Mogg. Ima: 67, B6, 87

Hoge. James: 67

Hiratha: 9

Houston: 47, 67, 70, 78, 81, B2;
Allen's Landing 80;
Anmuncistion Catholic Church 858,
BE; Antioch Bapuine Church
!:!-, -H: Astrodome E9, 90;
Astroworkd 89, 90; Bartleship
Texas B9, 92; Bayou Nend N6,
A7, BR; Ciry Hall B2, 8Y,
A4 Ohrist Church Epboopal
Cathedral RE, 89; Cody s
RE; Coliseum and Munc Hall K3
Courtland Plsce B5; Galleria
Rool B8; Grayline Tours BR-849;
Hermann Park and Zoo W9,
911 Houston Corton Exchange
Puilding 82, 83; Howurd
Hughwes home B4, B4; Hyat
Regency Spindleop #6-87, 87;
Kellum-Noble House 84, 85;
Lyndon Baines Johnson Manned
Spacecralt Conter 95, 96;
Lynchherg Ferry 94, 94
Market Square 82, B3
Momirose area B4 museuma 96z
port of Houston $0; Rice Hotel
I8, 79 Rice Universiry 89,
M1 River Uhaka ares B Sam
Horstom boat B0, 81 { Sam
Houston Park 84, 85, R6;
San Jacinto Battleground Suate
Park 8993, 92, 93; Sun
Jacinto Inn 93; shopping centers
W97, T, P. Lee home B4, 84;
Texan Medical Conter 89, 91
thhﬂﬁr of 51, Thomas 84,

Howmiton, Genoral Sam: 4, 6-7, 16,
65, 67, 72, Th, §9-90, 114, 141,
LE [

Houwston, Sam Regional Library and
Research Conter: 4, 5

Husricane Carla: 43,117

Husmton, General Felin: 11314

Imperial Sugar Plant: 70, 70

Indianols: 45, 110, 110, 114-15,
15 114

Inracoastal Waterway: 123, 125,
164

hhls Blanca: 175
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J

Jackson County: 99, 111-14
Jackson, Stephen: 16
Jaramillo, Don Pedro: 164
]u.pn e-A8, A7

Jasper News Boy: 38, 38
Jaybird Woodpecker War: 73.74, T4
Jefferson Countyr 1, 11, 2031
Jellerson, Thomas: 20
Jim Wells County: 156
Jones, Henry Cemetery: 76, 77
Johnson, Albert Sidney: 113, 114

Karankaws Indians: 41, 145
Karnes County: 147

Kellum, Nathaniel: 84, see also Houston

Kenedy County: 161-63, 162
Kenedy, Mifflin: 158, 161, 163
Amon B.: 140, 141

King Ranch: 157-58, 158

King, Richard: | 56, 157-58

Kinguville: 139, 156, 157-58;
Texas A & | Unbversdty 156,
157, 158; John E. Conner Muscum
158

Kinney, H. L.: 127, 1 30

Kitby, John Heney: 16, 38

Kirbyville: 18

Kleberg, Alice King: 156

Kleberg County: 157-58, 163

Kleberg, Robert: 156, 157

Kleberg, Robert Juseus: 157

Kountze: 16

L

La Bahia Downs: see Goliad

Lalfite, Jean: 5, 5,41

Laguna Atascosa Matbonal Wildlife
Refuge: 166

Lake Corpus Cheiai: 150, 150, 155

Lallemand, Charles: 10

La Livmitar see Missdon

Lamar, Mirabeau B.: 74-75, 75

Lamar Universiiy: 5, 22-23, 24

LaSalle: 99, 108-9

Lasater, Edward C.: 16]

Lavaca: see Port Lavaca

Lavoca Bay: 118

Lee, T, PP.: 84, see also Houston

Liberty: 2, 5, 6, B, 10; Abbott-Parker
‘hnﬂl 2; T. ). Chambers home

Liberty County: 1, 5-10, 11
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Limn: 178

Lipan Indiany: 156

Lipantitlan: 156

Live Oak County: 147, 1 49.1 50

Loctscher, Ha: 175

longhorn cattle: 9

Long, Jane: 57.58, 75, 75

Lo Ebanos: 180, 181

Lucas, Anthony: 22

Lather Hotel: see Palacios

Lynich, Nathanicl: 94, sec alyo
Houston

Mo Allen: 179; International Museum
179; Santa Ana Wildlife Refuge
178,179

McGloin, James: 149, 152-5), 154

McMullen, Joha: 149, 152-53, 154

Macaroni Station: 112, 111

Maco Stewart Ranch: 61

Madero, Franciscn: 2, §

Madison: 32

Muison des Acadiens: 24.25, 25

Marion Packing Company: 13, 137

Matagorda: 119-121 ; Cheint Episcopal
Chuarch 119121, 1 20; past office
121, 801

Matagorda County: 99, 114, 119.25

Matamoras: 146, 1 70, 180

Mathis: 155

Medio Creek: 147

Menard, M. B_: 41

Millard, Henry: 20

Misshon: 1HD; Bentsen Rio Grande
Stare Park 180, 150; La
Lomita 179, 180

Misslon Nuestra Senora Del Espiritu
Samio de Zunigar see Misbon
Valley

Mission Nuestra Senora del Refugio:
see Refugho

Mission Nuestra Senora del Rosario:
see Goluad

Missinn Valley: 10910

Moore, Rep. John M.: 76, see also
Richmond

Mud, [r.: 16

Murphree, J. D, Wildlife Management
Arear 29, M0

Mustang Idand: 133

Mustang hland Stave Park: 134, 134

N

MASA: sof Houston

Matbon, Camvie; 76
Mathonal Guard: 72-7)
Mavasota: 109
Mederland : 2425

Muw Meaunfela 115
Mewguli: 102, 103

New Kentucky: 04
Mewton: W36, M, 36
Newtan Countyi 1, MM
hﬂ’“- JD‘I'I-I'I: .H

Mihle, Abram: 84, see also Houston
Mowian: 163

Nueces County: 12735, 128, 149, |56,

L8R, 166

Nocces County Park: 133

Nuestra Senors del Expiritu Santo
de Zunigs Misslon: see La Bahila
Mission, Gohad

Cakeville: 149
Orange: 20, Y0, 32, 12, 14
Ovangee County: 1, 32-33, 34

r

Padre Island: 135, 164, 172, 17475, 175

Padre Inland Mational Seashare: 133,
1 34-1%

Palachos: 121-22; Luther Hotel 121, 122;
Texas Maptist Encampment 121, 122

Palmetto Bend Reservoie: 110,113
Palo Alto: 167-6

Panadena: 94

Pass Cavallo: 116

Pans Cavallo Lighthouse: 184, 147
Patillo, George: 312

Peach Point Plantation: 67, 68
Peareson, Col. P. E.: 76

Pelican ldand: 59

Perry, Mes, James Foo 67

Petrus: 148

Phearr: | B0

Pierce, Abel Head (Shatghai): 104-6, 104

Pierce Howel: 105, 105

Pierce, Jomathon: 105, 123

Pierce Ranch: 105, 105, 106
Plantation Ranch: 67, 7

Point Comfoet: 114

Point Comfort Lighthouse: 184, 188
Point laabel Lighthouse: 183, 185
Pompeiian Villa: 26, 27

Port Aransas: 133; Old Tarpon Inn 132,

i33
Port Arthur: 20, 24, 25-27, 26, 27, 29,
9.4

Port Bolivar: 30, §7, 88

Port bsabel: 172,175

Port Lavaca: 114-15, 116, 118, 175;
Calhoun County Historical
Museum 114, 115

Port Lavaca Park: 118, 119, 138

Port Mansfield: 164

Port O'Connor: 11718, 117; Alice
Munsch Valigura home 117, 117;
shrimp leat 118, 118

Powers, James: 137, 140

Prawic Switch: see Bl Campo

Presidio Neustra Senora de Loteto:
see Mission Valley

Prince Carl of SolmeBraunfels: 115

Q

Qumtana Beach: 65

L}

Hainbow Beidge: 3051, 31

Rancho Grande: we Shanghai Piorce

Haymond, E. B 164
Raymondville: 163, 165; El Sal Viejo

Vo4, 165: Historical and Community

Canrer 164, 165

Refugio: 137, 141, 146; Misskon Nudstis

Senora del Refugio 140, 141 : Mount
Calvary Catholic Cemerery 140, 141

Hepublic of Texvas: capitol 78, 79; House

anid Senate 67, 67

Resacn de la Palma: 168, 168

Meynosa: 176, 178, 1 79, | 80

Richmond: 70, 71, 7377, 74; Rep.
John Mowre home 76, 77;
Fort Bend County Museum 76:
Morton Cemetery 7475

Bitter, Tex: 24

Riviera: 163

Riviera Beach: 158, 159

Rockport: 135, 138; Fulton Manston
136, 137; Hagar bird
sanctuary 137, 1 38; shrimp
feet 135, 137

Raodrigues, Chipita: 154

Rollover Pass: 47, 48

Rowenberg: 70, T1

Rownberg, Heney: 70

Ronaway Scrape:

s

Sabine and Sabine Pasa: 2831, 29,41, 45

Sabine Lighthoue: | 84, 191
Saluria: 116, 116
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Sam Houston Park: see Houston

Sam Hayburn Heservol: 30

Sandia 156

Sandy Crock: 4

San Felipe: 65

San Javinto: 65, 72, see alo Bartle
of San Jacinto and Houston

San Jacinte County: 1

San Luis Pass: 41, 62, 62, 63

San Pacrkcho: 153, 153, 154;
MoGloin home 152, 154,
Mc Keown home 152, 154; 5.
Paul's Academy 152, 154

San Pairicio County: 127, 133, 147,
149, 1 50-55

Santa Ana Wildlife Refuge: see
M Allen

Sants Ania: K 65, 72, 79, 89.90,
94, 140410, 149, 166

Kants Gertrudin cantle: 15758, 158

Sarstinga: 1R-19

Sariaz 163, 143

Sargent®s Beach: 123

Sawmill Town, LLS.A.: 36, 36

Schilling, Nicholas: 14, 15

Sea Arama Marine Park: 60, 60

Sea Rim State Park: 29-30, 30

Seawolf Park: 50-60, 59

Sehastian: 166

Kelma: 59.60, 59

Skec ke, E. (0 State Forest: 3415, 35

Silsbee: 16

Singer, John: 135

Sinton: 151, 15%; Welder Wildlife Refuge
151,15}

Smith, Deaf: 76, 77, 94

Smith Plantation: 2

Sour Lake: 16-1K,17

Southwind: 60, 61

!ﬂnﬂlmp” + 10, 20, 22-23, 22, 24,

Stark Art Museum: 32, 13
Stark Foundation: 12

Stark Manaion) 32, 33

Stary County: 161,175
Stewatt Beach Park: 43
Seillean, Chatles: 169
Stillwell, Arthur E.: 26
Sugarland: 70

Ram Houston Park: see Houaton
Surfside: 63, 63

Bavton, Willlam: 11011, 110

T

Taft: 15455, 154
Tarkingron, Barton: &

Tarkinguon Prawie: 8

Tarpon lns: we Port Araraas

Taylor, Charles: 110-11

Taylor, Zachary: 127, 129, 106,
167469, 18)

Tewis, Noah: 20

Tenana: 111

Tenas A & | Univensity: see Kingwwille

Texas Baptist Encampment: see Palacion

Tesan City Dhke: &0, 60

Tenas Rangera: 7474, 1641

Tenas Southmost College: 167, 167

Thompson, Jes: 72

Thompson's Ferry: 72, 72-73

Three Rivern: | 49

Tipn State Park: 14950, 150

Toledo Bend Reservoir: Ao, 36

Tomball: 94; Magdalene Charlton
Memarial Muwum 94

Travis, William Barrere: 6,11, 12,
Ldo-41

Trimity Bay: &

Trout Creek: M

Turtle Bayou Resolutions: 11-13, 12

Tyler: 1

Tyrell Historical Library: see Beatimaont

u

USS Akron: 31

LSS Cavalla: 58, 59

LSS Macon: M

LISS Patoka: 31, 31

University of Texas Medical
School fGalveston: 41, 44

Urrea, General Joke: 106, 14041, 146,
153

v

Virner-Hogg Flantation State Park:
&7, 68

Varner, Martin: 67

Velasco: 63, 65

Victoria: 106-08, 107, 108, 141,
146-47: Evergreen Cemetery 110;
M Namara 4 Connor Historkeal and
Fine Arts Museum 107; St Mary's
Catholic Church 107, 108;
Texus Zoo 108; Town Park 108,
109

Waller: 94
Walliwwille: 11

Ward, William: 141

Washington v the-Rearos: 94

Weinheimer, D, E. A 102

Weirgate: 15

Weoir Lumber Company: 35

Welder, Rob. 153

Wells General Store: B

Wells, J. B, Jr.: 156

Weslaco: 179

West Bay: 62

West mbia: 63, 47

Wharton: 99100, 101, 106 Pler
59 100

Wharton County : 99-106, 100

Wharton, John and William: 99

White, James Tayloe: §

Wihsher Mane b Pack: 1.3

whooping crane: 139, 139

Willscy Caonnty 161, 163, 164-1 686
Willscy, John G 164

Windmill Museum: 24, 25§
Waoodville: 16

Y

Yellowstone: 6465, 64, 72-T3
Z

Zaharias, Rabe Didrikson: 23, 23

Zapara County 1161
Zavala: 30, W9
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SCALE OF MILES: One inch = 41 miles.

This map encompasses the area covered by the six sec.
tions of this book. It covers 30 counties of what is gen-
erally called the Texas Gulf Coast, from the Louisiana
border to the tip of Texas at Brownsville.




